City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

215 South Third Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-456-006

HISTORIC NAME: Andrew Gideon "Giddy" Johnsson House

COMMON NAME:

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1915

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES:

ARCHITECT:

BUILDER:

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH
ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Craftsman

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Square

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured

E Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Stucco

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Wood Paneled

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL:

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE:

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM:

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL:

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY:

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL:

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: g 17.99 Bay Window
Replacement;




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

215 South Third Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

Andrew Gideon "Giddy" Johnsson (November 30, 1865 — April 15, 1939)
immigrated to the United States around 1880. He married Helen Carlsson in
Cook County in 1886, and the couple moved to Geneva in 1894. There,
Johnsson established a barbershop at 218 W. State Street and, by 1910, was
living next door at 222 W. State Street. By 1913, he transitioned into the
restaurant and catering business.

In 1914, the Johnsons purchased property on the east side of Third Street
between Campbell and Franklin Streets, precisely the southerly half of Lot 3 and
the northerly halves of Lots 6, 7, and 8 in Block 69, known then as "The Oaks" or
the Theodore Williams property. This property included two houses—one a
cottage east of the house fronting on Third Street—and a barn. In 1902, the
property had been described as containing a small dwelling and barn, both
needing repair. By 1915, the barn had been demolished, and by late summer, a
new cottage was built in its place, located north of the previous rear cottage. The
first occupants of the new cottage, located at 223-1/3 S. Third Street (later known
as Johnsson's Lane), were barber Alexander J. Linck and his new wife, Edythe
Vaughn. The Lincks had lived there for nearly a decade before A. G. Johnsson
sold the northerly portion of the southern half of Lot 3 to them in 1925. Alexander
Linck later applied for a building permit to add to the cottage in 1946.

SOURCES:

Federal Census Data; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Sanborn Fire
Insurance maps (1912, 1923, 1930); Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders,
1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (1999); Sweden, Indexed Marriage Records 1860-1943
(Ancestry.com); Kane County Land Records; Geneva Republican (27 Nov 1925)

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

1999
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PROPERTY ADDRESS:

215 South Third Street
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Andrew Gideon "Giddy" Johnsson (November 30, 1865 – April 15, 1939) immigrated to the United States around 1880. He married Helen Carlsson in Cook County in 1886, and the couple moved to Geneva in 1894. There, Johnsson established a barbershop at 218 W. State Street and, by 1910, was living next door at 222 W. State Street. By 1913, he transitioned into the restaurant and catering business.

In 1914, the Johnsons purchased property on the east side of Third Street between Campbell and Franklin Streets, precisely the southerly half of Lot 3 and the northerly halves of Lots 6, 7, and 8 in Block 69, known then as "The Oaks" or the Theodore Williams property. This property included two houses—one a cottage east of the house fronting on Third Street—and a barn. In 1902, the property had been described as containing a small dwelling and barn, both needing repair. By 1915, the barn had been demolished, and by late summer, a new cottage was built in its place, located north of the previous rear cottage. The first occupants of the new cottage, located at 223-1/3 S. Third Street (later known as Johnsson's Lane), were barber Alexander J. Linck and his new wife, Edythe Vaughn.  The Lincks had lived there for nearly a decade before A. G. Johnsson sold the northerly portion of the southern half of Lot 3 to them in 1925. Alexander Linck later applied for a building permit to add to the cottage in 1946.

In 1916, A. G. Johnsson demolished the older cottage on the property and replaced it with a new bungalow at 223-1/2 S. Third Street (later 215 S. Third Street). The new bungalow was completed by October 1916. In March 1923, Johnsson remodeled the small house at 225 S. Third Street, just south of the bungalow. He and his wife planned to move into this house and lease out the 1916 bungalow. They moved into their new home two months later in May 1923.

In October 1928, Johnsson formalized a driveway easement with Harry and Selma Seastrom, establishing a route from Third Street east to his home, then north to Campbell Street, known as Johnsson's Lane. This route was used for about a decade before the formal dedication. As of 2017, the Geneva Tax Assessor still recognized "Johnsson Lane," though many considered it an alley rather than a true street.

Helen Johnsson passed away on March 5, 1928. After her death, "Giddy" traveled to Stockholm, Sweden, where he married Eva Charlotta Andersson on August 11, 1929. The couple returned to Geneva and lived at 225 S. Third Street, where they operated several local restaurants. Giddy Johnsson passed away in 1939. Eva Johnsson continued to live at the Johnsson Lane home and retained ownership of the northerly portion of Lot 6, Block 69, at least into the early 1940s.

In 1965, J E Olson received a $6,000 permit for alterations to the dwelling. It continued to have a residential purpose until at least 1973, with commercial ads running attached to the address beginning in 1979. It still exists today, but is not as accessible due to the additional barrier created by Johnsson's Lane.
	SOURCES: Federal Census Data; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Sanborn Fire Insurance maps (1912, 1923, 1930); Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (1999); Sweden, Indexed Marriage Records 1860-1943 (Ancestry.com); Kane County Land Records; Geneva Republican (27 Nov 1925)
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