City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

121 South Third Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-453-019

HISTORIC NAME:

COMMON NAME: Crystal Life

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1920

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES:

ARCHITECT:

BUILDER:
WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Late Classical Revival; One-Part Commerci

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Square

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 1

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete

E Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Wood/Glass Paneled

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Aluminum/Clad; Glass Block

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Fixed Picture

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 8 16.05 Windows; 8.11.23
Directory Sign




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

121 South Third Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

Before 1923, nothing existed on this lot. The 1923 Sanborn Fire
Insurance map includes a rectangular foundation on the lot,
indicating that the building was being constructed when the town was
surveyed for the map.

The April 6th, 1923 issue of the Geneva Republican describes this
building as the first one specifically built to hold Geneva Republican
operations. It was a 30'x75" brick building with concrete foundations
and a reinforced concrete floor in the press room. Seastrom Brothers
were the general contractors and Caustin & Son did the brickwork.
The space included a general office, private office, composing and
press room, and a 30'x50', partially above-ground basement. The
front elevation was made out of rug finished brick and Bedford stone,
with a plate glass door and windows. The lot was purchased and
developed by Charles B Mead & Son, and a Chicago architect
designed the building.

SOURCES:

Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, Polk's St Charles, Batavia, and Geneva City
Directories, Geneva Republican 4/6/1923

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

1999
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PROPERTY ADDRESS:

121 South Third Street
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Before 1923, nothing existed on this lot. The 1923 Sanborn Fire Insurance map includes a rectangular foundation on the lot, indicating that the building was being constructed when the town was surveyed for the map. 

The April 6th, 1923 issue of the Geneva Republican describes this building as the first one specifically built to hold Geneva Republican operations. It was a 30'x75' brick building with concrete foundations and a reinforced concrete floor in the press room. Seastrom Brothers were the general contractors and Caustin & Son did the brickwork. The space included a general office, private office, composing and press room, and a 30'x50', partially above-ground basement. The front elevation was made out of rug finished brick and Bedford stone, with a plate glass door and windows. The lot was purchased and developed by Charles B Mead & Son, and a Chicago architect designed the building.

By 1930, the Sanborn listed the site as Mead & Son Printing, with electric power in the building. In the 1945 map, the site is just listed as a printing shop. Local phone books continue to list the site as a print shop, with The Geneva Republican listed in 1956 and 1958. 
By 1962, the site was no longer a print shop, and Fox Valley Production Credit Association farm loans is listed at the address through at least 1969, when they received a permit for a new roof. In 1970, the site had been split into two units, and Village Realty and the photography shop Cranewood Studio are listed. In 1974, there were three units. One was vacant, one was the New Psychic Research Center, and Cranewood Studio remained in the third.

The property continues to be a multi-unit commercial building.

The 1999 Survey image shows the building with a refaced facade, which was later removed to reveal the original facade. Permits imply that this removal was done in 2004. The facade displays the name "Geneva Republican" for the newspaper, as well as the years "1847" and "1923", which represent the year the newspaper was founded and the year the building was constructed respectively. The return to the original facade aids the building in contributing to the historic district as a commercial property.
	SOURCES: Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, Polk's St Charles, Batavia, and Geneva City Directories, Geneva Republican 4/6/1923
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