City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

14 South Third Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-413-019

HISTORIC NAME: Old Post Office

COMMON NAME:

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1927

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES:

ARCHITECT:

BUILDER: Wilson Brothers

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Post Office; Classical Revival

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE:

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 1

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH:

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Commercial Entry

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Fixed; 8 It, arched 6 It

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY:

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL:

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 7.19.13 Roof Replacement




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks PROPERTY ADDRESS:
Property Inventory Survey

14 South Third Street

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

This property was completed in December 1927 for an updated post
office. It was built simultaneously to 8-10-12 S. Third Street by Oscar
Nelson. Additionally, a large central heating plant was built in the rear
of the new buildings to heat the post office and stores. The
1927-12-09 issue of the Geneva Republican describes the opening
of the new post office and includes a photo of it. At that time, the
property had "lots of room, an abundance of light from a large
skylight, call and lock boxes in abundance, large business windows,
and a parcel post window away from general mail delivery...lockers =
for both the office force and the carriers...mailing machines and
worktables". It was said that the new post office would speed up
holiday delivery by 50 percent.

The post office moved again to 26 S Third Street in 1938, after a
three year construction project related to New Deal programs. After
that move, 14 S Third Street transitioned to office space and
commercial uses. In 1942, an advertisement was made looking for

SOURCES:
Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

1999

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: This property was completed in December 1927 for an updated post office. It was built simultaneously to 8-10-12 S. Third Street by Oscar Nelson. Additionally, a large central heating plant was built in the rear of the new buildings to heat the post office and stores. The 1927-12-09 issue of the Geneva Republican describes the opening of the new post office and includes a photo of it. At that time, the property had "lots of room, an abundance of light from a large skylight, call and lock boxes in abundance, large business windows, and a parcel post window away from general mail delivery...lockers for both the office force and the carriers...mailing machines and worktables". It was said that the new post office would speed up holiday delivery by 50 percent.

The post office moved again to 26 S Third Street in 1938, after a three year construction project related to New Deal programs. After that move, 14 S Third Street transitioned to office space and commercial uses. In 1942, an advertisement was made looking for an experienced typist for the statistical department of the War Department Ordinance Office, with applicants to apply at the address. By 1950, the building was the Twin-Dor Restaurant, remaining as such until 1994.

Today, the building still serves as a restaurant but has retained its exterior character. It contributes to the historic district for its short stint as a post office and as an example of successful adaptive reuse.
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