City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

8-10-12 South Third Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-413-018

HISTORIC NAME: Oscar Nelson Commercial Building; Post Office Al

COMMON NAME: Geneva Chamber of Commerce

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1927

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES:

ARCHITECT:

BUILDER: Wilson Brothers / Charles Caustlin (Mason)

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Late Classical Revival; Commercial Block

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Multi-Tenant
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LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH:

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Commercial

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Aluminum

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Fixed Picture; Double Hung, 9/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY:

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL:

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 3 21.06 Windows




City of Geneva, lllinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

8-10-12 South Third Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

This commercial block is known as the Post Office Annex, as it sits
next to the Old Post Office and was constructed at a similar time.
The 1927-10-28 edition of the Geneva Republican describes the
construction of the post office and a building with "two stores and a
fine large apartment over the stores”, which appears to reference this
property.

At 8 S. Third, The Gray Shop, a ladies' wear store, was operated by
Hulda Thorson in 1928, but by 1932, the space was occupied by
Paul Ballance.

At 10 S. Third, David Flynn Insurance was located by 1932. In
addition to running his insurance business, David Flynn served as
the President of Geneva Heater Co., the Vice President of the State
Bank of Geneva, and the Secretary of the Geneva Building & Loan
Association. In 1934, A.L. Carlisle moved his real estate and
insurance office into the address, saying he was "Getting too fat to

SOURCES:
Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

1999
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: This commercial block is known as the Post Office Annex, as it sits next to the Old Post Office and was constructed at a similar time. The 1927-10-28 edition of the Geneva Republican describes the construction of the post office and a building with "two stores and a fine large apartment over the stores", which appears to reference this property.  

At 8 S. Third, The Gray Shop, a ladies' wear store, was operated by Hulda Thorson in 1928, but by 1932, the space was occupied by Paul Ballance. 

At 10 S. Third, David Flynn Insurance was located by 1932. In addition to running his insurance business, David Flynn served as the President of Geneva Heater Co., the Vice President of the State Bank of Geneva, and the Secretary of the Geneva Building & Loan Association. In 1934, A.L. Carlisle moved his real estate and insurance office into the address, saying he was "Getting too fat to go up and down stairs" at his previous office. Later, this space became Unique Cleaners and Dyers, operated by Ekman, Van Nortwick & Wallace. 

Meanwhile, at 12 S. Third, the Geneva Welfare Committee offices were housed under the direction of David M. Flynn, and the space also served as the offices for Flynn Insurance. By 1936, it became the site of the Geneva Building and Loan Association.

An apartment was also rented out on the second floor for much of the early history of the building. It was advertised as a convenient location with modern amenities. 

The property continues to be a multi-unit commercial property, in a similar architectural context to its original construction. It contributes to the historic district as an inter-war commercial development.
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