City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

112 North Third Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-406-012

HISTORIC NAME: John Phelps Cottage

COMMON NAME:

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: Before 1885

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1927

ARCHITECT:

BUILDER:
WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Colonial Revival

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Square

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Concrete Block

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Shingle

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Partial Facade

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Non Original/Historic

|:| Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood

|z| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung, 1/1, 8/1; Fixed, multi It

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Cross Gabled

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt Shingles

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 2023 - Shingles




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

112 North Third Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

This house existed as early as 1885, where it is visible in Sanborn
Fire Insurance maps. There is also a building on the site in Ruger's
Birds Eye Map.

An early occupant of this house was John Tracy Phelps, an
accountant who served as the head clerk of the State Grain
Inspector's office and for C.B.&Q. railway. He was known as the
"king pin" of local Republican politics during the period he lived in
Geneva.

In 1925, Otto E. Eneborg moved the property from 301 Hamilton to
112 N. Third. He relocated the cottage from the northwest corner of
Third and Hamilton to the lot to the north, facing Third, and
proceeded to build a modern home on the Hamilton lot. The new
house was completed by January 1926.

This house was purchased by Mrs. Louis (Josephine) Klink, who was

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: This house existed as early as 1885, where it is visible in Sanborn Fire Insurance maps. There is also a building on the site in Ruger's Birds Eye Map. 

An early occupant of this house was John Tracy Phelps, an accountant who served as the head clerk of the State Grain Inspector's office and for C.B.&Q. railway. He was known as the "king pin" of local Republican politics during the period he lived in Geneva.

In 1925, Otto E. Eneborg moved the property from 301 Hamilton to 112 N. Third. He relocated the cottage from the northwest corner of Third and Hamilton to the lot to the north, facing Third, and proceeded to build a modern home on the Hamilton lot. The new house was completed by January 1926. 

This house was purchased by Mrs. Louis (Josephine) Klink, who was moving from First Street. By 1927, she began advertising part of the house for rent. Over the years she lived at the house, she had several boarders, likely for additional income and company as she aged. She was widowed before she moved, and lived her whole life in Geneva, having been born on the Edward Kautz farm east of Geneva. There was a fire at the house in 1935, with damages worth about $75. The house was remodeled in 1940, including a new entrance. Mrs. Klink passed away in 1943, at the age of 92. 

The building is still used as a residence today. It contributes to patterns in the district including building movement and the Colonial Revival style.
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