City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

612 West State Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-334-005

HISTORIC NAME: Tinker's Toy Shop

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: Unknown

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1958

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Unknown

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Gable-Front, Queen Anne

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE:

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Parged

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Covered Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Wood Paneled

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Historically Wood

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Fixed, Panel; Double Hung, 1/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Cross Gabled

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt Shingles

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: §.20.13 Roof Replacement




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks PROPERTY ADDRESS:
Property Inventory Survey

612 West State Street

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

This lot doesn't appear in Sanborn Fire Insurance maps until 1923,
but the building possibly existed before then. The 1999 survey dates
the building to 1890. In 1923, the building was a 1 1/2 story house
with an irregular shape. It had a front and rear porch which cut into
the mass of the house on opposite halves of the facades, and an
additional cut out on the rear half of the East facade. The footprint is
consistent in the 1930 and 1945 maps. At some point after 1945, the
fire stair and a garage abutting the rear of the home was added. In
2003, a remodel permit was created which mentioned the fire stair,
but it is unknown if it existed previously.

The original property owners aren't known. Sometime between 1945
and 1956, the property use became mixed use instead of just
residential. In 1956, local phone books list Mrs. Ingeborg Smitley and
Tinka's Toy Shop as the main tenants. By 1958, Smitley had been
replaced by Harry A London, but Tinka's Toy Shop remained. By
1962, London was replaced by Robert M Maller, and the toy shop
still existed. Both remained until at least 1970. In the 1974

SOURCES:

Geneva Republican (May 1958)

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
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CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

1999
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