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PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN): 
 

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING: 

Significant 

Contributing 

Non-Contributing – Built After 1987 

Non-Contributing – Reversible Alterations 

Non-Contributing – Irreversible Alterations 

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION: 

Central Geneva NRHD 

North Geneva NRHD 

Local Geneva HD 

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING: 

Contributing 

Non-Contributing 

Not Applicable / Not in NR District 

Other HPC Action: 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: 
 

NUMBER OF STORIES: 
 

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 

HISTORIC NAME: 
 
COMMON NAME: 
 

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: 
 
PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): 
 

ENTRY DOOR(S): 

WINDOW MATERIAL: 
 

FRONT PORCH: 
 
VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: 

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: 
 

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: 

Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 
 

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: 

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: 
 

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: 
 

ARCHITECT: 
 
BUILDER: 
WILSON BROTHERS:              OSCAR             BOTH 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 
 

WINDOW STYLE: 
 

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: 
 

HPC ACTION: 

   Demolition Approved: 

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 

AUGUST           
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ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: 
 

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES: 
 

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES: 
 

SOURCES: 

1999
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	Other HPC Action: 11.7.23 Wall Sign; 12.11.23 Rear Fence; 3.4.24 New wall sign
	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: In August 1953, J. Benes received a building permit for a $25,000 commercial project on West State Street in Geneva. Groundbreaking for the new structure occurred around July 27, 1953. The building was designed as a four-store complex, with two storefronts facing State Street and two "arcade shops" on the west side, facing the Adamson house. The project was handled by contractors August Wilson & Son. Originally from Cicero, John Benes was relocating to Geneva, where he planned to live in the house next door to the new commercial property.

The development of the four stores was part of Benes' long career in the clothing business. Having spent 40 years in the industry, Benes began selling clothes in Streator, IL, before expanding to Chicago, Cicero, and Aurora markets. His new building on West State Street would feature several businesses over the years. The first tenant at 516 W. State Street was John Benes Menswear, which opened in December 1953. At 518 W. State Street, Illinois, Cleaners and Coin-Operated Cleaning opened in 1967, later becoming Fox Valley Cleaners in 1972.

In 1973, Merle Norman Cosmetics moved from 424/426 S. Third Street to 518 W. State Street, as reported in the Geneva Republican on March 29 and May 31, 1973. Initially designed for commercial use, the building became an important part of Geneva's West State Street business community, with multiple tenants serving the local area over the decades.
	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years
	AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	LEFT STREET VIEW: 
	RIGHT STREET VIEW: 
	STREET VIEW: 
	ACCESSORY 1: 
	REAR CORNER/ ACCESSORY: 
	CORNER STREET/ ACCESSORY: 
	ACCESSORY 2: 
	ACCESSORY 3: 
	LANDSCAPE 1: 
	LANDSCAPE 2: 
	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 516-522 West State Street
	SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: Unknown 
	ARCHITECT: Unknown 
	DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1953
	COMMON NAME: Unknown 
	GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: Benes Building / Arcade Building
	ARCHITECTURAL DATA: Mid-Century Modern
	OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Back Facing Rectangle 
	NUMBER OF STORIES: 1
	FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete
	PRIMARY WALL MATERIALS: Brick
	FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry
	VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A 
	ENTRY DOORS: Commercial Entry, Metal 
	WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad 
	WINDOW STYLE: Fixed, Large Picture Window 
	PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat 
	PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown
	VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No
	CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A 
	OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: 
	PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER PIN: 12-03-335-003
	BUILDER: 
	WILSON BROTHERS: AUGUST


