City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & [Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

401 West State Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-409-011

HISTORIC NAME: Dr. F.M. Marstiller Home and Office

COMMON NAME: |t's A Girl Thing

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1914

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: Unknown

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Wilson Brothers

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: American Foursquare

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Square

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Full Facade

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Wood

|:| Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood

|E| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung, 8/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Pyramid

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

vitrified or salt-glazed brick

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: g 22 17 Shingles




City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

401 West State Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The residence and office of Dr. F. M. Marstiller was built by Wilson
Bros. in 1914 at a cost of $7,000. Construction began in May 1914,
when the frame for the building was raised, and by July, the
brickwork was completed. In August 1914, additional work was
undertaken, including the installation of new cement sidewalks
around the property and the construction of a large brick garage. Dr.
Marstiller, who had also served as the mayor of Geneva, and his
wife, Mrs. F. M. Marstiller, moved into the newly completed home in
September 1914, relocating from the Wheeler Block.

The property remained in the Marstiller family until 1972, with Nellie
Marstiller being the last family member to occupy the house. In 1973,
the property was rented by Bill Grossklag, who used the home as
both a residence and an insurance office. The Grossklag family
continued to own the property in 2018.

The house featured a doctor’s office in the basement, providing a

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The residence and office of Dr. F. M. Marstiller was built by Wilson Bros. in 1914 at a cost of $7,000. Construction began in May 1914, when the frame for the building was raised, and by July, the brickwork was completed. In August 1914, additional work was undertaken, including the installation of new cement sidewalks around the property and the construction of a large brick garage. Dr. Marstiller, who had also served as the mayor of Geneva, and his wife, Mrs. F. M. Marstiller, moved into the newly completed home in September 1914, relocating from the Wheeler Block.

The property remained in the Marstiller family until 1972, with Nellie Marstiller being the last family member to occupy the house. In 1973, the property was rented by Bill Grossklag, who used the home as both a residence and an insurance office. The Grossklag family continued to own the property in 2018.

The house featured a doctor’s office in the basement, providing a convenient space for Dr. Marstiller's medical practice. The house also underwent some remodeling in 1924, as documented in the City Council minutes of July 1924.

This residence remains a significant part of Geneva's architectural history, with its long-standing connection to the Marstiller family and its adaptive use in later years.
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