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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The Nelson Block (also known as the Arcade Building) was a significant addition to Geneva's commercial district, with construction beginning in 1927. The building was located west of the Unity Block, and by early November 1927, rapid progress was being made. The steel framework was already in place, and flooring and brickwork were underway by November 4, 1927, according to a report in the Geneva Republican.

The building's design and construction were part of a larger trend of commercial development in the area, and it was built by Oscar Nelson, the same individual behind the State Bank of Geneva Building (302 W. State Street) and the Unity Building (306-318 W. State Street). These buildings, along with the Nelson Block, are a notable group in the area, reflecting the architectural and economic growth of Geneva during the 1920s.

One of the first tenants of the Nelson Block was Robert Kremer, former proprietor of the Grand Theater, who planned to open a bowling and billiard hall in the basement of the building. The hall was to feature four Brunswick-Balke bowling alleys and was expected to open in February or March 1928, providing a new recreational option for the community.

Over time, the building continued to evolve. In 1956, after Jewel Foods moved out of the space, the space was repurposed for Stel-Mar Fashions, a women’s apparel store, marking a shift in the building’s commercial use.

The Nelson Block, with its steel frame and brick construction, was a key part of the area's commercial landscape in the 1920s and remained a significant part of Geneva's downtown well into the latter half of the 20th century. It is a noteworthy example of the architectural style and business growth that characterized the era.
	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
Geneva Republican: 04 November 1927
	AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	LEFT STREET VIEW: 
	RIGHT STREET VIEW: 
	STREET VIEW: 
	ACCESSORY 1: 
	REAR CORNER/ ACCESSORY: 
	CORNER STREET/ ACCESSORY: 
	ACCESSORY 2: 
	ACCESSORY 3: 
	LANDSCAPE 1: 
	LANDSCAPE 2: 
	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 322-324 West State Street
	SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 
	ARCHITECT: Unknown
	DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1927-1928
	COMMON NAME: Unknown
	GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: Arcade Building,  Nelson Block
	ARCHITECTURAL DATA: Two-Part Commercial Block Classical Revival
	OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Complex, Multi Tenant
	NUMBER OF STORIES: 2
	FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Not Visible
	PRIMARY WALL MATERIALS: Brick
	FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry
	VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A
	ENTRY DOORS: Aluminum 
	WINDOW MATERIAL: Plate, Wood
	WINDOW STYLE: Display; 4/4 Double Hung with 4 lt Casement Surrounds and multi-lt Arched Above
	PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat
	PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown
	VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No
	CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A
	OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: 
	PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER PIN: 12-03-413-016
	BUILDER: Wilson Brothers
	WILSON BROTHERS: BOTH


