City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

315-317-319-321-323 West State Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-410-005

HISTORIC NAME: Fargo Theater Building

COMMON NAME: Geneva Theater

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1924

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1947

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Wilson Brothers
WILSON BROTHERS: O AuGUST [J OSCAR [Z1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Two-Part Commercial Block, Classical Revi

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Complex, Multi Tenant

2019

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Not Visible

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Non Historic

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Aluminum, Wood

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Fixed, 1 It; Double Hung, 1/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 4.16.02 Windows; 6.18.02
Garage Demo, Garage Add'n;
10.15.02 Windows; 6.17.14
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City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

315-317-319-321-323 West State Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The Fargo Theater Block, built in 1924 by Henry Fargo, is a
significant commercial building in Geneva, lllinois. The structure is
nearly identical to Fargo's earlier commercial block at 214-220 West
State Street, which was built in 1914. Both buildings are part of the
Geneva Historic District and are considered contributing properties in
the North Geneva Historic District, which is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places. The Fargo Theater Block itself has been
an important local landmark and is identified as a significant building
in the area.

Fargo's plans for the building began in 1914 when he purchased the
property with the intent to possibly tear down the existing structure
and construct a modern brick building. By 1924, the Fargo Theater
was completed, with its initial performance taking place on
September 1, 1924. This theater was designed to seat 800 people
and featured a $25,000 pipe organ, which was a notable addition for
entertainment at the time. The building was originally operated by the

SOURCES:

Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002);
GenREp; CC Minutes

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The Fargo Theater Block, built in 1924 by Henry Fargo, is a significant commercial building in Geneva, Illinois. The structure is nearly identical to Fargo's earlier commercial block at 214-220 West State Street, which was built in 1914. Both buildings are part of the Geneva Historic District and are considered contributing properties in the North Geneva Historic District, which is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The Fargo Theater Block itself has been an important local landmark and is identified as a significant building in the area.

Fargo's plans for the building began in 1914 when he purchased the property with the intent to possibly tear down the existing structure and construct a modern brick building. By 1924, the Fargo Theater was completed, with its initial performance taking place on September 1, 1924. This theater was designed to seat 800 people and featured a $25,000 pipe organ, which was a notable addition for entertainment at the time. The building was originally operated by the Polka Brothers, and it was later renamed the Geneva Theater in 1929.

In 1932, the building was damaged by a bomb blast related to union issues with the projectionist, which exploded on the northeast corner of the theater on June 22, as reported in the Geneva Republican. The explosion did not permanently close the theater, but it caused significant damage.

Fargo, a real estate investor who initially worked in Wisconsin before joining the E.A. Cummings Co. in Chicago, was instrumental in the development of Geneva, DeKalb, and Sycamore during the early 20th century. He also served two terms as mayor of Geneva (1903-04 and 1907-10) and was the first president of the First National Bank of Geneva. In 1907, he purchased the Boyes Building at the corner of State and Second for the bank.

In 1937, the theater was damaged by a fire, which led to a significant remodel. By the 1940s, the building had become part of the Fred Anderson Theater circuit, and in 1947, it was further remodeled by the Valos circuit, with a new lobby and marquee designed by Hanns Teichert. This remodel was featured in the June 19, 1948 edition of Box Office magazine. During this time, the theater continued to serve the community as a popular venue for entertainment.

In 1986, the theater was divided into two smaller theaters to accommodate changing entertainment trends, and it remained in operation until its closure in 2000. The building underwent several changes in name and function over the years but remained a significant part of the town’s history. The Fargo Theater and its successor, the Geneva Theater, played an important role in the cultural life of Geneva, and its design and remodels reflect the evolution of movie-going experiences throughout the 20th century.
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