City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

306-308-310-312-314-316-318 West State Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-413-003

HISTORIC NAME: Unity Block, Nelson Building

COMMON NAME: Unity Building

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1924-1925

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES:

ARCHITECT: Mundie & Jensen

BUILDER: Wilson Brothers

WILSON BROTHERS: [-1 AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Two-Part Commercial Block

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Back Facing Rectangle

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Not Visible

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Aluminum

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Aluminum

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Display; Double Hung, 6/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 3. 21.00 Windows and Doors;
7.13.17 Storefront Restoration;
10.19.23 New Wall Sign




City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

306-308-310-312-314-316-318 West State Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The Unity Building was constructed in 1924 by Oscar Nelson. The April 11, 1924
edition of the Geneva Republican described the simultaneous approval by City
Council for 6 new stores west of proposed, new State Bank of Geneva building,
which were to become this property. The excavation was done by Fred Hillquist
with a new Byers Bear Cat crane shovel for both the new State Bank and Nelson
buildings. The May 16, 1924 issue of the Geneva Republican described Bedford
stone (base/sills) placed and brickwork underway by Charles Caustin and men of
St. Charles. By October 31, 1924, the stores were closer to occupancy and were
expected to be available early in the new year. Fred Hillquist located his office on
second floor by 1928. (City Directory)

The original owner was Oscar Nelson, Director of the First National Bank of
Geneva (1919); Inaugural Director of Community Hospital Board (1919); fourth
President of the State Bank of Geneva (1925-1930); Treasurer of lllinois
(1923-1925); and lllinois Auditor of Public Accounts (1926-1933). Nelson also
served as City Clerk (5 terms) and Mayor (1917-1920) in Geneva. He was born in
Sweden in 1874, arrived in US 1880 and Geneva in 1882.

306-318 W. State Street was also designed and built simultaneously with the
Unity Building, 302 W. State Street. (Compare to 322-324 W. State Street)

SOURCES:

Geneva Republican - May 9, 1924 and June 19, 1925
Chicago Tribune - April 3, 1951, p 39
Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (1999)

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The Unity Building was constructed in 1924 by Oscar Nelson. The April 11, 1924 edition of the Geneva Republican described the simultaneous approval by City Council for 6 new stores west of proposed, new State Bank of Geneva building, which were to become this property. The excavation was done by Fred Hillquist with a new Byers Bear Cat crane shovel for both the new State Bank and Nelson buildings. The May 16, 1924 issue of the Geneva Republican described Bedford stone (base/sills) placed and brickwork underway by Charles Caustin and men of St. Charles. By October 31, 1924, the stores were closer to occupancy and were expected to be available early in the new year. Fred Hillquist located his office on second floor by 1928. (City Directory)

The original owner was Oscar Nelson, Director of the First National Bank of Geneva (1919); Inaugural Director of Community Hospital Board (1919); fourth President of the State Bank of Geneva (1925-1930); Treasurer of Illinois (1923-1925); and Illinois Auditor of Public Accounts (1926-1933). Nelson also served as City Clerk (5 terms) and Mayor (1917-1920) in Geneva. He was born in Sweden in 1874, arrived in US 1880 and Geneva in 1882.

306-318 W. State Street was also designed and built simultaneously with the Unity Building, 302 W. State Street. (Compare to 322-324 W. State Street) 

The property was designed by Chicago architects Mundie & Jensen, who were preeminent bank designers.  William Bryce Mundie (1863-1939) was born in Canada and, in 1884, moved to Chicago, where he was immediately hired into the office of William LeBaron Jenney, a leading architect and pioneer of the steel-framed skyscraper. Mundie was became a full partner in 1891. In 1884, at the age of 14, Elmer C. Jensen (1870-1955) worked as an office boy for William LeBaron Jenney and worked his way up to partner. The firm evolved as: Jenney & Mundie, 1891 to 1904; Jenney, Mundie & Jensen, 1905 to late 1906; Mundie & Jensen 1907 to 1935; and Mundie, Jensen, Bourke & Havens 1936 to 1939. The firm designed numerous office and bank buildings in Chicago and throughout Illinois.

One of the first retail tenants was The Gray Shop which had started at 5-9 N. Third Street but moved by November 1925 to this location) The site continues to be a multi-tenant commercial and restaurant space today. It is contributing due to its long commercial history and its relation to Oscar Nelson.
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