City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

211-215 West State Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-411-013

HISTORIC NAME: The Martin Block

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1887

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1924

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: 1924 (Wilson Brothers)
WILSON BROTHERS:  [JAUGUST ~ [J OSCAR [£BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: One-Part Commercial Block, New Tradition.

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Complex, Multi-Tenant

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 1

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete

|:| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry

|z| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Commerical Entry, Glass Paneled

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Metal

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Picture/Panel, 1 It

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown/Not Visible

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No

|:| Contributing

|E| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action:




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

211-215 West State Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The building at 213 W. State was originally known as the Martin
Block. The original structure was built in 1887 but was rebuilt in 1893
following a fire in January 1892. In 1924, the building underwent
further renovations by the Wilson Brothers.

Alterations were made to the storefront at 215 W. State in 1946, with
a remodeling project overseen by Luther Peterson. A permit for this
work was issued in March 1946.

On May 7, 1978, the Kaiser building, located at 215 W. State, was
destroyed by fire. The property remained vacant for ten months, as
reported in Geneva Republican on March 15, 1979. During the
demolition process in April 1979, a partial wall collapse from the
Kaiser building affected the adjacent Central Market (east). Following
the fire, the Kaiser store did not reopen. Instead, the Golden Thimble
Fabric Shop moved into the former Kaiser space, and Jan's Shoes
relocated to the former Golden Needle location. The remodel and

SOURCES:

Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002); CC
Minutes; Geneva Republican

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

1999
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The building at 213 W. State was originally known as the Martin Block. The original structure was built in 1887 but was rebuilt in 1893 following a fire in January 1892. In 1924, the building underwent further renovations by the Wilson Brothers.

Alterations were made to the storefront at 215 W. State in 1946, with a remodeling project overseen by Luther Peterson. A permit for this work was issued in March 1946.

On May 7, 1978, the Kaiser building, located at 215 W. State, was destroyed by fire. The property remained vacant for ten months, as reported in Geneva Republican on March 15, 1979. During the demolition process in April 1979, a partial wall collapse from the Kaiser building affected the adjacent Central Market (east). Following the fire, the Kaiser store did not reopen. Instead, the Golden Thimble Fabric Shop moved into the former Kaiser space, and Jan's Shoes relocated to the former Golden Needle location. The remodel and reconstruction were designed by architect John Marshall of STC, with Driessen Construction handling the building work.

The 1978-09-28 issue of the Geneva Republican includes an image of the burned-out store, and the 1979-05-03 includes a drawing of the replacement building.
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