City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

207 West State Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-411-015

HISTORIC NAME: Payne Block

COMMON NAME: The Crystal Bride

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1915-1916

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: Unknown

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Wilson Brothers

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Two-Part Commercial Block

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Back-Facing Rectangle

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Not Visible

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Commercial Metal Door

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Clad (Not Original)

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Picture/Panel; Display, 1/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown/Not Visible

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 4 21.98 Add'n; 11.16.05
Windows; 9.15.09 Exterior
Rehabilitation




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

207 West State Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

By October 1915, earlier buildings on the site had been moved,
clearing the way for the construction of the Payne Block, which was
completed for Frank Payne in March 1916.

Frank Payne purchased the property in 1915, as reported in the
Geneva Republican on May 5, 1915. He planned to build a new
store, with Wilson Bros. serving as the contractors. On September 1,
1915, the Geneva Republican announced that Payne would be
moving forward with plans for the new building. By October 16, 1915,
the old buildings had been relocated to 5 James Street, and Wilson
Bros. were set to begin active construction the following Monday.

Excavation work for the new building started on November 3, 1915,
but construction was delayed when a load of stone was lost in transit,
as reported on January 8, 1916. Despite this setback, the Payne
Block was completed in March 1916 and became the new home for
Frank Payne’s business, where he sold a variety of food until 1947.

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

1999
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