City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

205 West State Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-411-022

HISTORIC NAME: Van Wert Building, H. B. Fargo Building

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1901

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1909 (New Storefront)

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Wilson Brothers (Remodeling)

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Two-Part Commercial Block, Queen Anne

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Back Facing Rectangle

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Not Visible

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Commercial Glass Planning

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Not Original/Historic Aluminum

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Commercial Picture Window; Double Hung, 1/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown/Not Visible

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 4, 20.04 Add'n, Windows:;
10.19.23 New Wall Sign




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks PROPERTY ADDRESS:
Property Inventory Survey

205 West State Street

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

As this property was constructed, newspapers reported "the
construction of the Eddowes building is progressing quickly, with
workmen working diligently to complete the project". By March 21,
1901, The Patrol noted that the iron and brick front of the Eddowes
store was already taking shape, signaling that the building was
nearing completion. As of March 30, 1901, the Twice-A-Week
Republican reported that the second floor would house neat and
comfortable offices for Drs. Scott and Wuillemin, while the first floor
would be occupied by Frank Payne, who planned to open a store
selling groceries, fruit, and vegetables.

In 1936, S L Joshel opened a meat market in his grocery store at the
address. The grocery stores went through a series of names and
owners, continuing use until at least 1951. Following that, the site
went through a series of commercial uses, with some use of the
second story as a meeting hall. One prominent resident was the
Village Decorator, which existed in the 1970s through the 1990s.

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

1999

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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