City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

201 West State Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-411-024

HISTORIC NAME: Joshel Building

COMMON NAME: Old Towne Pub & Eatery

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1927

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1998,2008

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Wilson Brothers

WILSON BROTHERS: O AuGuST [ OSCAR [1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Two-Part Commercial Block; Late Classical

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Back Facing Rectangle

e RO RS Y ]

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Commercial Entry

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Originally wood

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Panel, Picture; Double Hung, 1/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 1,20.98 Doors:

10.18.05 Deck, Stairways;
1.15.08 Windows




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

201 West State Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

Wilson Bros. began construction of a new building in March 1927, on
the site of the former J.K. Eddowes Drug Store. The drug store had
been relocated north on Second Street and remodeled. By late
March 1927, Wilson Bros. was making rapid progress on the new
structure, with masons nearly completing the brickwork for the
building’s walls. The construction was being overseen by Wilson
Bros. as the general contractors, and the work was being closely
followed in local reports (Geneva Republican, March 27 and April 29,
1927).

The building opened on August 18, 1927, as the Pittsford Dry Goods
store, as reported in the Geneva Republican on August 12, 1927. In
the late 1940s and 1950s, A L Allen Real Estate was located at 201
1/2 W State St. By the mid 1950s, the Venetian Cafe was also
located at the address. The property continued with a series of
commercial and restaurant purposes.

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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The building opened on August 18, 1927, as the Pittsford Dry Goods store, as reported in the Geneva Republican on August 12, 1927. In the late 1940s and 1950s, A L Allen Real Estate was located at 201 1/2 W State St. By the mid 1950s, the Venetian Cafe was also located at the address. The property continued with a series of commercial and restaurant purposes.

In April 1981, the building was damaged by a fire, which occurred when the Geneva Mining Company was occupying the space.

The property is contributing to the historic district as a part of the commercial history of the city.
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