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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Following the 1934 closing of his former employer, The Geneva Hardware Store, William “Bill” Rosenfelder opened a hardware store at 124 West State Street later that year. Rosenfelder continually expanded the store, which was unheated and without electricity when he opened the store. 

It is unclear when Rosenfelder associated his store with the Ace Hardware Company. Founded in 1924 by a small group of Chicago hardware store owners, Ace Stores (later Ace Hardware Co.) changed the retail landscape by allowing individual stores to purchase merchandise in bulk to save money and buy at the lowest possible price. This partnership enabled even the smaller stores to compete effectively at retail despite larger stores in their market. Rosenfelder announced that his hardware store would affiliate with the Ace Hardware Co. (15 Aug 1941 Gen Rep)

In August 1952, Bill Rosenfelder purchased the 124 West State Street property from Mrs. McCarthy and her sister, Mrs. Landers (who owned the building and the frame house to the east). The rear addition was built in 1952 for the storage of home appliances such as stoves, refrigerators, clothes washers, clothes dryers, etc. The addition was nearing completion at the time of the February 1, 1953 fire that destroyed most of the buildings on the south side of the block. While the 1953 fire destroyed the storefront, the new warehouse was saved because it was not connected to the store. 

The new retail building at 124 West State Street was under construction in May or June of 1953 and was completed for the grand re-opening on September 25-26, 1953. The new Rosenfelder’s Ace Store, which included a basement retail level, was connected to the warehouse building.

In 1954, all Ace Store Dealers agreed to change all store signs from Ace Stores to Ace Hardware (which helps to date historic images). 

The 124 West State Street building was constructed by August Wilson & Son. The Wilson Brothers connection makes the 124 West State Street building potentially significant since most of the local interest has been in their earlier work; this is an example of their later work, demonstrating their ability to adapt and transition with architectural trends.

	SOURCES: 
	AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	LEFT STREET VIEW: 
	RIGHT STREET VIEW: 
	STREET VIEW: 
	ACCESSORY 1: 
	REAR CORNER/ ACCESSORY: 
	CORNER STREET/ ACCESSORY: 
	ACCESSORY 2: 
	ACCESSORY 3: 
	LANDSCAPE 1: 
	LANDSCAPE 2: 
	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 124 West State Street
	SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2016, 2021
	ARCHITECT: Unknown
	DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1952, 1953
	COMMON NAME: c. 1934
	GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: Rosenfelder's Ace Store
	ARCHITECTURAL DATA: One-Part Commercial Block
	OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Back Facing Rectangle 
	NUMBER OF STORIES: 1
	FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete
	PRIMARY WALL MATERIALS: Brick
	FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry 
	VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A
	ENTRY DOORS: Commercial Entry, Glass
	WINDOW MATERIAL: Aluminum 
	WINDOW STYLE: Large Picture/Panel 
	PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat
	PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown
	VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes
	CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick 
	OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: 
	PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER PIN: 12-03-476-022
	BUILDER: August Wilson & Son
	WILSON BROTHERS: AUGUST


