City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

119 West State Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-430-012

HISTORIC NAME: Unknown

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: Before 1885

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1910

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Unknown

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Two-Part Commercial Block, False-Front, It

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Back Facing Rectangle

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Parged

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Commercial Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Commercial Glass Entry

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Non Original Material

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Picture, 1 It; Double Hung, 1/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: N/A

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action:




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

119 West State Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

A building has existed on this site as early as 1869, where it is visible
in the Bird's Eye Map of Geneva. At that point, it had a gabled roof
and was about two stories. In the 1885 Sanborn Fire Insurance map,
it is a two story building labeled "B & S", which typically stands for
"Boots & Shoes". This use and size continued for some time, with the
building labeled as either a cobbler or with B & S.

In the July 13, 1910 edition of the Geneva Republican, an article
titled "Old Building To Be Made New" was published about work on
the building that was being done, and is transcribed below.

John T. Peterson, renowned for crafting boots and shoes for
customers around the world, has decided to give his frame building
on State Street a complete makeover. The storefront has been
lowered to street level, and Fred Hilquist, along with his crew, is
currently working on the new fagade for the second story. The
updated design will feature a plastered exterior, adorned in vibrant

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

1999
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: A building has existed on this site as early as 1869, where it is visible in the Bird's Eye Map of Geneva. At that point, it had a gabled roof and was about two stories. In the 1885 Sanborn Fire Insurance map, it is a two story building labeled "B & S", which typically stands for "Boots & Shoes". This use and size continued for some time, with the building labeled as either a cobbler or with B & S.

In the July 13, 1910 edition of the Geneva Republican, an article titled "Old Building To Be Made New" was published about work on the building that was being done, and is transcribed below.

John T. Peterson, renowned for crafting boots and shoes for customers around the world, has decided to give his frame building on State Street a complete makeover. The storefront has been lowered to street level, and Fred Hilquist, along with his crew, is currently working on the new façade for the second story. The updated design will feature a plastered exterior, adorned in vibrant colors. This renovation is part of a larger trend in Geneva, where "old buildings are made new while you wait." The project reflects the ongoing transformation of the town, as business owners revamp their storefronts to keep up with modern aesthetics and functionality.

With this renovation, this building went from 25' to 22'. It continued to be listed as "B&S" through 1912, which was about when the practice of specifically labeling stores fell out of practice. From that point on, the property was simply labeled as a store. By 1934, the address was listed as the Geneva Liquor Store, which advertised with the line, "We Positively Handle No Moonshine". It was advertised as such until 1963. 

From 1976 to 1978, the site was involved in a contentious legal battle, wherein Donald Sills, the owner of the building, wanted to transfer his liquor license for "The Blue Room" to a new address on E State St but wasn't allowed. The Blue Room closed with the end of the legal battle, and a new store opened called "Special Delivery", selling baby supplies and gifts. That store was open through at 1984. The site became a deli in 1985.

The site contributes to the historic district due to its involvement in commercial history of the city, as well as in patterns of renovations and architectural styles.
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