City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

1 W. State

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-432-005

HISTORIC NAME: N/A

COMMON NAME: Geneva on the Dam

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: Unknown

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Unknown

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: New Traditional, Two-Part Commercial

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Complex, Commercial

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2/2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete/Poured Concrete

|:| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Stucco/Brick

|E| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: N/A

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Commercial

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Aluminum

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: 1/1

|:| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Front Gabled

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt Shingles

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: N/A

|:| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 9/15/1998 - Addition; 8/18/2009
- Window Replacement;
11.7.23 Remove Balcony,
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City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

1 W. State

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The building at the address 1 W State St is a new build section of the
Geneva on the Dam complex. This complex is an example of
additions and adaptive reuse construction in the area, although much
of the historic fabric is difficult to see from the street.

Before the current development, it was related to the Howell
(Howard) Foundry in the 1891 Sanborn Fire Insurance map. On the
1897 map, it has a similar location to the actual foundry building of
the W. H. Howell Company Foundry. The 1897 building occupied
approximately the same footprint as today's building. That building
existed as a foundry for the company continued through at least
1945 according to Sanborn maps.

According to the lllinois Office of the Governor, the Howell Company
was founded in 1867 and produced fluting and sad irons. In 1923, it
converted to cast-iron furniture production, and in 1929, it
trademarked "Chromsteel" for modern-style steel furniture. The
headquarters for the company moved to St Charles in 1935, although
the Geneva location is still listed as a foundry on the 1945 Sanborn

SOURCES:

https://governorsmansion.illinois.gov/exhibition/art-of-illinois/decorative-arts/art.howell-
table-810.html; Sanborn Fire Insurance maps; Polk's St Charles, Batavia, and Geneva
City Directory.

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The building at the address 1 W State St is a new build section of the Geneva on the Dam complex. This complex is an example of additions and adaptive reuse construction in the area, although much of the historic fabric is difficult to see from the street. 
Before the current development, it was related to the Howell (Howard) Foundry in the 1891 Sanborn Fire Insurance map. On the 1897 map, it has a similar location to the actual foundry building of the W. H. Howell Company Foundry. The 1897 building occupied approximately the same footprint as today's building. That building existed as a foundry for the company continued through at least 1945 according to Sanborn maps. 
According to the Illinois Office of the Governor, the Howell Company was founded in 1867 and produced fluting and sad irons. In 1923, it converted to cast-iron furniture production, and in 1929, it trademarked "Chromsteel" for modern-style steel furniture. The headquarters for the company moved to St Charles in 1935, although the Geneva location is still listed as a foundry on the 1945 Sanborn map. The company was purchased by Acme Steel Co. in 1954 and by Burd, Inc. in 1975. Operations in St Charles were discontinued in 1980. The exact date of discontinuation of operations in Geneva is unknown, although it was likely between 1958 and 1962, as area phone books change from listing the Howell Company at the address to listing it as vacant. After 1962, the address does not appear in phone books.
Shodeen Group, its developer, says that the area has been "has been carefully restored using the original limestone building." The limestone building is not attached to the newer building at 1 W State, but is one part of the related complex. Today, 1 W State is a commercial space with a New Traditional style. 

Additional buildings on the foundry site  include 25 N River Ln, 35 N River Ln, and 65 N River Ln.
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