City of Geneva, Illinois _eropest aooress:

Local Historic District & [Landmarks 601 South Street
Property Inventory Survey

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: 12-10-128-002

HISTORIC NAME: Kearney House

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1871

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: Unknown

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Unknown
WILSON BROTHERS: [J AUGUST [ oscAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Gable-Front, Gabled Ell

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, L-Shaped

[ ] significant
|z| Contributing

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Not Visible |:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard [ ] Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations
FRONT PORCH: Screened Porch |:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations
VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Not Visible |z| Central Geneva NRHD

North G NRHD
WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood [_] North Geneva

|E| Local Geneva HD

WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung, 4/4, 1/1

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF FORM:
Cross Gable NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt Shingles

|E| Contributing

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes |:| Non-Contributing
CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick |:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District
OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 9.21.04 Demo Garage, Add'n
Garage




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

601 South Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The Kearney House was built in 1870 by Peter Kearney, who arrived
in Geneva in 1863. Peter Kearney served as a section foreman for
the railroad and tragically lost an arm in a switching accident. He
passed away in 1910, leaving behind his widow, Katherine, and three
sons: Arthur, Joseph, and Charles. The house remained in the
Kearney family for 80 years.

After Katherine’s death, her son Joe, who had become estranged
from his wife and daughter (who lived in Chicago), lived in the house
as a recluse for 25 years. Tragically, Joe took his own life in the
house in 1949.

In 1950, the property was purchased by Carolyn and Jim Johnson,
who remodeled the house, including adding a shed dormer to the
second floor. They moved in by December 1950 and further
renovated the home, adding a front porch in 1953 and 1954. Later,
they also added a bathroom on the first floor and a fireplace.

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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