City of Geneva, lllinois _eroeerrv aporess:

Local Historic District & Landmarks 716 Shady Avenue

Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-10-179-002

HISTORIC NAME: Queen Anne Cottage

COMMON NAME: n/a

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1897

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2009

ARCHITECT: n/a

BUILDER: Henry Bond Fargo

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Queen Anne

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Rectangular

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: n/a

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Quarried Limestone

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Yes

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: No

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): n/a

|:| Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: n/a

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Casement

|:| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Gable

|E| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|:| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|E| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

n/a

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved: n/a

Other HPC Action: | gndmarked 2010




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
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ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

716 Shady Avenue

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

Henry Fargo built the house in 1897. The home, along with the
neighboring home to the north, were intended to be occupied by
Fargo's daughter and son, but they never resided at these
properties. A November 9, 1901 advertisement in the Republican
newspaper listed the eight-room, stone cottage for rent "at $15 a
month."

Henry Fargo was born in 1843 in Warsaw, New York, grew up in
Delavan, Wisconsin, and by 1860 moved to Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.
He is reported to have started several business enterprises, including
buying real estate, while in Fond du Lac. After finding success in the
real estate business, Henry joined Chicago's number one real estate
business, E.A. Cummings and Company, as their principal salesman.
Henry, Elizabeth, and their two children moved to Geneva in 1887.

Fargo served two terms as Mayor of Geneva (1903-04 and 1907-10)
and one term as a State Representative (1912-1914). He was also

SOURCES:
2016 Central Geneva NRHP Update

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

Two-story coach house with first-floor garage. Second floor contains
living room, kitchen, bedroom, and bathroom.

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Henry Fargo built the house in 1897. The home, along with the neighboring home to the north, were intended to be occupied by Fargo's daughter and son, but they never resided at these properties. A November 9, 1901 advertisement in the Republican newspaper listed the eight-room, stone cottage for rent "at $15 a month." 

Henry Fargo was born in 1843 in Warsaw, New York, grew up in Delavan, Wisconsin, and by 1860 moved to Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. He is reported to have started several business enterprises, including buying real estate, while in Fond du Lac. After finding success in the real estate business, Henry joined Chicago's number one real estate business, E.A. Cummings and Company, as their principal salesman. Henry, Elizabeth, and their two children moved to Geneva in 1887. 

Fargo served two terms as Mayor of Geneva (1903-04 and 1907-10) and one term as a State Representative (1912-1914). He was also the first president of the First National Bank of Geneva. 

Fargo was instrumental in the movement to attract industry to Geneva in the 1890's. He brought the Appleton manufacturing Company to Geneva and worked with his son, Charles, to organize the Fargo Foundry at the southeast corner of Richards and Peyton Streets. Fargo also built the Fargo Block on West State Street in 1915, the Fargo Theatre Building in 1924, and developed Fargo's Track (a half-mile harness racing track) in the 1890's. 

In 1894, Henry Fargo purchased a portion of land in the Cheever Addition in Geneva. The Cheever Addition succeeded as a location for elegant homes, and, to this day, features some of Geneva's most attractive properties. The house at 716 Shady Avenue is a significant part of the Cheever Addition. 

An L-shaped addition was completed in 2009 and forms a courtyard buffer between the original structure and the addition. 

The property is significant for its association with architecture—specifically the Queen Anne Style—and for its association with significant persons—specifically Henry Fargo. 
	SOURCES: 2016 Central Geneva NRHP Update
	AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Two-story coach house with first-floor garage. Second floor contains living room, kitchen, bedroom, and bathroom. 
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