City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

127 South Second Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-478-005

HISTORIC NAME: Henry (Mayer A.) Joshel House

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1916

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2002, 2013, 2025

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Wilson Brothers

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Prairie

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Square

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2.5

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Not Visible

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Commercial

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung, 8/1; Commercial

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Hipped Roof

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 9 17.02 Demo, Add'n, 2 Story
Deck; 12.21.13 Windows




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

127 South Second Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

Ground was broken for the Henry A. Joshel House on Thursday,
April 20, 1916. The residence was to be constructed on the
southwest corner of the Burton property on Second Street, as
reported in the April 22, 1916, Geneva Republican. The property was
wired by Sherman Huntley in July of that year. In its earliest
appearance in Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, 1923, the property is
visible as a 2-story veneered dwelling with a porch across the full
front facade and a detached garage. By 1930, a rear stoop was also
drawn.

Henry A. Joshel was a prominent coal and grain businessman, and
also served as mayor of Geneva in the early 19th century. The
Joshel family remained at the address until at least 1942. Other than
the addition of the stoop, the property's footprint appeared the same
from its original construction in 1945, the most recent Sanborn map.

In 1952, William Naylor received a permit for alterations to the

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150

LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders. 1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Ground was broken for the Henry A. Joshel House on Thursday, April 20, 1916. The residence was to be constructed on the southwest corner of the Burton property on Second Street, as reported in the April 22, 1916, Geneva Republican. The property was wired by Sherman Huntley in July of that year. In its earliest appearance in Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, 1923, the property is visible as a 2-story veneered dwelling with a porch across the full front facade and a detached garage. By 1930, a rear stoop was also drawn.

Henry A. Joshel was a prominent coal and grain businessman, and also served as mayor of Geneva in the early 19th century. The Joshel family remained at the address until at least 1942. Other than the addition of the stoop, the property's footprint appeared the same from its original construction in 1945, the most recent Sanborn map.

In 1952, William Naylor received a permit for alterations to the property, listed as $4,500. William Naylor passed in the late 1950s, but Mrs Gretchen Naylor and Mrs Eldora C Naylor and their family lived at the property until 1988.

In 1988, the property was sold on the condition that the property was rezoned from R-3 to R-3 Special Use for the purpose of establishing a law office in the property. By 1997, the Kane County Bar Association inhabited the property.
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