City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

HISTORIC NAME: Unknown

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1929

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: Unknown

ARCHITECT: Raftery & Frazier

BUILDER: Unknown

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Gable-Front, Gabled Ell, Greek Revival

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Parged

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

FRONT PORCH: Entry

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

305 South River Lane

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-10-227-001; 12-03-482-012

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

[ ] significant
|z| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Non Historic/Original

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood

WINDOW STYLE: Single Hung; 1,1

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Cross Gable

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt Shingles

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

IE Central Geneva NRHD

|:| North Geneva NRHD

|E| Local Geneva HD

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 4.27.99 Add'n Sun Porch;
1.18.05 Door alteration, Entry
Deck




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

305 South River Lane

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

Constructed in 1929, the home was part of Kate Raftery’s River Lane
Beautification Project, which began in 1926. Her vision aimed to
enhance the riverfront and revitalize the area by creating homes and
studios for artists. The project included refurbishing existing small
homes and relocating a few properties into the River Lane/Campbell
Street/Franklin Street neighborhood.

The house at 305 South River Lane is one of the earliest residences
in the area, likely the second new home and the first speculative
build constructed as part of the River Lane Beautification Project in
the late 1920s and 1930s (see attached information). Designed by
either Raftery & Frazier, this home represents one of their initial
collaborations. It was originally intended for the Safenfield family,
though it's unclear if they ever lived there. The project may have also
involved W. F. Yerkes, a prominent Chicago architect known for his
traditionally designed homes. The porch is original to the house.

SOURCES:

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Constructed in 1929, the home was part of Kate Raftery’s River Lane Beautification Project, which began in 1926. Her vision aimed to enhance the riverfront and revitalize the area by creating homes and studios for artists. The project included refurbishing existing small homes and relocating a few properties into the River Lane/Campbell Street/Franklin Street neighborhood.

The house at 305 South River Lane is one of the earliest residences in the area, likely the second new home and the first speculative build constructed as part of the River Lane Beautification Project in the late 1920s and 1930s (see attached information). Designed by either Raftery & Frazier, this home represents one of their initial collaborations. It was originally intended for the Safenfield family, though it's unclear if they ever lived there. The project may have also involved W. F. Yerkes, a prominent Chicago architect known for his traditionally designed homes. The porch is original to the house. 

In 1936, Mrs  Walter Wood advertised a sale of furniture and household effects at the address.

The house contributes to the historic district as it relates to the River Lane Beautification Project.
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