City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

225 South River Lane

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-482-010

HISTORIC NAME: |nsull House

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1937

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1997

ARCHITECT: Frazier & Raftery

BUILDER: August Wilson

WILSON BROTHERS: [-1 AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Ranch

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Rectangle

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 1

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Vertical Siding

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Covered Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: NA

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Historic/Original

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Single-Hung, 2/2

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Cross Gabled

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt Shingles

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 5 19,98 Add'n: 10.27.15 Patio




City of Geneva, lllinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

225 South River Lane

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The shore wall along the river was approved for construction by the
State of Illinois on August 9, 1930. Samuel Insull Jr. purchased the
house from Edmond Raftery and his wife in April 1937, with a
building permit issued on October 4, 1937 (Geneva Republican,
October 8, 1937). At that time, Insull was living at 208 S. River Lane
and had acquired a large lot across the street to build an attractive
modern bungalow south of Helen North and Robin Dienst's home.
The contract for the new residence was awarded to August Wilson,
with groundbreaking scheduled for August 12, 1937, weather
permitting. The architect was J. Howard Raftery. The residence was
completed, and the family moved in on April 28, 1938 (Geneva
Republican, April 29, 1938).

A tool shed was built on the property in 1954 (Geneva Republican,

November 4, 1954).Samuel Insull Jr. passed away in 1983. His son,
Samuel Insull Ill, did not get along with his father's second wife and
had her removed, living in the house himself until his death in 1997.

SOURCES:

Geneva Republican

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The shore wall along the river was approved for construction by the State of Illinois on August 9, 1930. Samuel Insull Jr. purchased the house from Edmond Raftery and his wife in April 1937, with a building permit issued on October 4, 1937 (Geneva Republican, October 8, 1937). At that time, Insull was living at 208 S. River Lane and had acquired a large lot across the street to build an attractive modern bungalow south of Helen North and Robin Dienst's home. The contract for the new residence was awarded to August Wilson, with groundbreaking scheduled for August 12, 1937, weather permitting. The architect was J. Howard Raftery. The residence was completed, and the family moved in on April 28, 1938 (Geneva Republican, April 29, 1938). 

A tool shed was built on the property in 1954 (Geneva Republican, November 4, 1954).Samuel Insull Jr. passed away in 1983. His son, Samuel Insull III, did not get along with his father’s second wife and had her removed, living in the house himself until his death in 1997.

 Unfortunately, the house fell into severe disrepair during his ownership, and subsequent owners had to gut the interior, demolishing one entire room. Samuel Insull Sr. was the founder of Commonwealth Edison and played a key role in making Thomas A. Edison’s inventions widely accessible. 
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