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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The March 4, 1927 issue of the Geneva Republican says, "Lathers are currently working for Wilson Brothers on a new stone cottage for Kate Raftery on River Street, designed by J. Howard Raftery of Frazier & Raftery. The cottage is constructed from quarry stone sourced from Batavia and features exposed, rough-hewn beams in the interior." Kate Raftery founded the Little Traveler out of her home at 404 S Third St in 1922. As the years passed and her business grew, her family moved out of that address to gain more space. Although this property was built for her, it is also known that she retained an apartment on the second floor of the Little Traveler and  spent a lot of time there, especially after her husband's death. 

Robin Dienst was good friends with Kate Raftery, founding her Robin's Bookstore out of a room in the Little Traveler. In time, Raftery returned to the apartment above her business, allowing Dienst and Helen North, who was also associated with the bookstore, to take over this house as early as 1932. Notably, North and Dienst were friendly with Jane Addams of Hull House in Chicago, and hosted her in Geneva several times. In 1938, Robin's Bookshop moved to 413 S River. North passed away in 1941, bequeathing her real estate holdings and stock in the Union Special Machine Company to Dienst and David B North, an adopted son. Additional bequests were made to siblings and other family, friends, and charities including Hull House. In 1954, Dienst sold the property at 209 S River to Mr and Mrs Raynor Sturgis of Highland Park, and remodeled the bookstore building so she could live there with her sister, Charlotte Dienst.

The Sturgis family remained at the address until 1995, when they moved to St Charles. Raynor Sturgis was a nationally recognized energy expert and the director of General Services for the state of Illinois.

This house contributes to the historic district because of its unique all-stone character, involvement with women's history, and commercial evolutions involving the Little Traveler.

	SOURCES: Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002); Geneva Republican
	AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
	LEFT STREET VIEW: 
	RIGHT STREET VIEW: 
	STREET VIEW: 
	ACCESSORY 1: 
	REAR CORNER/ ACCESSORY: 
	CORNER STREET/ ACCESSORY: 
	ACCESSORY 2: 
	ACCESSORY 3: 
	LANDSCAPE 1: 
	LANDSCAPE 2: 
	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 209 South River Lane
	SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: N/A 
	ARCHITECT: Frazier & Raftery (J. Howard Raftery)
	DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1927
	COMMON NAME: N/A
	GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: Raftery House / North-Dienst House
	ARCHITECTURAL DATA: Colonial Revival
	OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Square 
	NUMBER OF STORIES: 2
	FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Stone
	PRIMARY WALL MATERIALS: Limestone
	FRONT PORCH: Entry 
	VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A 
	ENTRY DOORS: Historic/Original 
	WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood 
	WINDOW STYLE: Fixed 
	PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Cross Gabled 
	PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt 
	VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes 
	CHIMNEY MATERIAL: River Stone 
	OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: 
	PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER PIN: 12-03-482-009
	BUILDER: Wilson Brothers
	WILSON BROTHERS: BOTH


