City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

128 South River Lane

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-479-012

HISTORIC NAME: Milan House

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1856

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1970, 80 2007

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: James Herrington

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Upright and Wing

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Complex

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Parged

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Historic

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung 6/6, 4/4; Fixed 9 It

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Gable

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 4.5.17 Fence




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

128 South River Lane

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The Milan House, built around 1856, was initially sold to Michael
Wheeler and then to an Italian owner, Elizabeth Bown. Elizabeth
Bowen (1861-1926) was the wife of Michael Wheeler, Jr.
(1859-1933). As they did not reside there themselves, they likely
rented the house to an ltalian tenant during the 1910s.

In 1867 it was the home of Michael Milan, who arrived in Geneva as
a member of the railroad crew. In May 1920, it was sold to Samuel
Isbell, Jr. (1871-1947), a foundry laborer who remodeled it before
selling it to Raftery in September 1926. Raftery rehabilitated the
house and then then sold the property to John S. Redington and his
wife in September 1927.

In 1933, Mrs K W Baldwin is listed at the address. In 1943, Mrs
Eloise Field is listed. Hersh Hubbs gained a $1,500 permit for
alterations to the dwelling in 1959. His family, including Pauline
Hubbs, remained until at least 1972.

SOURCES:
GHM: Interview of Sarah Milan on 08 Dec 1943; KC land records

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The Milan House, built around 1856, was initially sold to Michael Wheeler and then to an Italian owner, Elizabeth Bown. Elizabeth Bowen (1861-1926) was the wife of Michael Wheeler, Jr. (1859-1933). As they did not reside there themselves, they likely rented the house to an Italian tenant during the 1910s. 

In 1867 it was the home of Michael Milan, who arrived in Geneva as a member of the railroad crew. In May 1920, it was sold to Samuel Isbell, Jr. (1871-1947), a foundry laborer who remodeled it before selling it to Raftery in September 1926. Raftery rehabilitated the house and then then sold the property to John S. Redington and his wife in September 1927.

In 1933, Mrs K W Baldwin is listed at the address. In 1943, Mrs Eloise Field is listed. Hersh Hubbs gained a $1,500 permit for alterations to the dwelling in 1959. His family, including Pauline Hubbs, remained until at least 1972.

The home contributes to the historic district as part of the history of Italian immigration in the city.
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