City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
2020 Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

528 James Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-380-001

HISTORIC NAME: Toombs House

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c.1917

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2014

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: August and Oscar Wilson
WILSON BROTHERS:  [JAUGUST ~ [J OSCAR [£BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Craftsman

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Square

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Original/Historic

|z| Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double-Hung 8/1, 4/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Front Gable

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:
N/A

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 8 5 14 Shingles




City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
2020 Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

528 James Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

Construction on the Claude and Cleo (Albin) Toombs House began
in May 1917, concurrently with the work at 522 James Street. On
April 21, 1917, the Geneva Republican reported that Frank Albin and
Claude Toombs had purchased two lots at the corner of James and
South Fourth Streets from the John Peterson estate, with plans to
erect two cottages. Wilson Bros. began their work on May 19, 1917,
as noted in the Geneva Republican. Carl Strom was assigned the
wiring job, with lathing starting on August 1, 1917, and plastering
commencing on August 25, 1917. Claude Toombs was Frank Albin's
son-in-law.

The Toombs family remained at the address until after 1945. Claude
H Toombs and Mrs Lenora Hollands married and lived at the address
in 1945 after Cleo Tombs' death in 1944.

The garage was later rebuilt for Dr. Walter Mathesius by contractor
J. Adolph Swanson at an estimated cost of $2,500, as reported in the

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150

Reminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders. 1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Construction on the Claude and Cleo (Albin) Toombs House began in May 1917, concurrently with the work at 522 James Street. On April 21, 1917, the Geneva Republican reported that Frank Albin and Claude Toombs had purchased two lots at the corner of James and South Fourth Streets from the John Peterson estate, with plans to erect two cottages. Wilson Bros. began their work on May 19, 1917, as noted in the Geneva Republican. Carl Strom was assigned the wiring job, with lathing starting on August 1, 1917, and plastering commencing on August 25, 1917. Claude Toombs was Frank Albin's son-in-law.

The Toombs family remained at the address until after 1945. Claude H Toombs and Mrs Lenora Hollands married and lived at the address in 1945 after Cleo Tombs' death in 1944.

 The garage was later rebuilt for Dr. Walter Mathesius by contractor J. Adolph Swanson at an estimated cost of $2,500, as reported in the Geneva Republican on August 25, 1951. Dr. Mathesius re-roofed the house the following year.  In 1966, Dr. Mathesius and his wife passed away and the house was put up for sale in 1967.

George Atherton received a building permit for a roof and to screen in the existing patio in 1969. The site continues to be residential. 

The property contributes to Geneva's historic district as an example of the Craftsmen style.
	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
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