City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

527 James Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-335-006

HISTORIC NAME: Unknown

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1892

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2013

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Unknown
WILSON BROTHERS: [J AUGUST [J OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Queen Anne

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple Plan, Rectangle

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2.5

[w] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Parged

|:| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Partial Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Historic

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Single-Hung (1/1); fixed Queen Anne style

|:| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Cross Gable

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:
N/A

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 7 20.13 Roof Replacement




City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

527 James Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The house was constructed by Oscar and Mathilda Donaldson
between 1891 and 1893, with a mortgage dated July 2, 1891. In
1893, a 45-foot wide parcel on Sixth Street, was deeded to John and
Sara Donaldson, who built a 1.5-story Queen Anne cottage at 15 S.
Sixth Street, the neighboring address. Oscar Donaldson worked as a
toolmaker at the Canon Box factory in 1912 and was employed at
Burgess-Norton in 1918. After the deaths of Oscar and Mathilda
Donaldson, the property was sold to Albert Anderson, Mathilda's
brother in 1935.

The house on James Street was sold to Christine Peterson in about
1940. Juanita Peterson, her daughter, also lived at the address and
was very involved in local activities on top of teaching at West Aurora
High School. She passed away in 1971 in the Oliver Nursing Home
in Elgin, although she still listed her official address at 527 James.

It appears Miss Peterson also rented parts of the house out. Mr

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The house was constructed by Oscar and Mathilda Donaldson between 1891 and 1893, with a mortgage dated July 2, 1891. In 1893, a 45-foot wide parcel on Sixth Street, was deeded to John and Sara Donaldson, who built a 1.5-story Queen Anne cottage at 15 S. Sixth Street, the neighboring address. Oscar Donaldson worked as a toolmaker at the Canon Box factory in 1912 and was employed at Burgess-Norton in 1918.  After the deaths of Oscar and Mathilda Donaldson, the property was sold to Albert Anderson, Mathilda's brother in 1935. 

The house on James Street was sold to Christine Peterson in about 1940. Juanita Peterson, her daughter, also lived at the address and was very involved in local activities on top of teaching at West Aurora High School. She passed away in 1971 in the Oliver Nursing Home in Elgin, although she still listed her official address at 527 James.

It appears Miss Peterson also rented parts of the house out. Mr Albert W Emerson and Mrs Lois Emerson and their family lived at the address in 1953. Mrs Frida Wilson lived at an apartment at the address from about 1961 until 1965.

In the late 1970s, the site went through a series of rezoning debates and became commercial.

As of 1999, the James Street house was one of only eleven buildings pictured in The Kane County Atlas of 1892 that still stands on James Street west of Third Street. 

The site contributes to the historic district due to its age and Queen Anne details.
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