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	Other HPC Action: 3.20.12 Exterior Rehabilitation, Add'n; 5.21.13 Add'n 2-story Garage; 4.20.21 Add'n
	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Construction on the building began in May 1917, concurrently with the work at 528 James Street.

The structure, reportedly built in 1916 by Wilson Bros., was initially intended for the owners of the Pure Oil Gasoline Station. It first appears on the 1923 Sanborn map. On April 21, 1917, the Geneva Republican reported that Frank Albin and Claude Toombs had purchased two lots at the corner of James and South Fourth Streets from the John Peterson estate, with plans to erect two cottages. Wilson Bros. began their work on May 19, 1917, as noted in the Geneva Republican. Carl Strom was assigned the wiring job, with lathing starting on August 1, 1917, and plastering commencing on August 25, 1917.

Frank Albin, a dealer in horses and cattle, was survived by his wife Miriam and their three sons. He passed away on June 8, 1945, at the age of 81. Claude Toombs, who was Frank Albin’s son-in-law (having married Albin's daughter Cleo in 1911), was involved in the project as well, at 528 James St. 

In 1936 and 1937, the property was listed for rent. The young couple Donald Graham and Nellie Clark Graham moved into the house in 1938. Alex Clark, Nellie's mother, also lived at the address. The Grahams moved to 415 Ford Street in 1950.

Following the Grahams, a series of women lived at the address. Mrs Julia Conley is listed in local phone books from at least 1956 until she passed in 1979. It is likely she rented parts of the house out to other women as well. For example, Alice Gustafson is not listed, but lived at the address until her death at age 90 in 1968. The property continues to be residential today.

An interesting note about the address comes in form of an Open Letter Question in the Geneva Republican, dated July 17, 1980. In it, Ann B. Fisher asked, "If all the owners of homes within the historic districts in Geneva were to exercise their right to obliteration the architectural features of their homes as the owner of 522 James St is in the process of doing, what would you have? Why doesn't the City have an ordinance to prevent the loss of such architectural and historic features?" The changes described in this question are not known, but this question was written early in the period of development of our current ordinance, and notes its involvement in the district.



	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
	AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: N/A 
	AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: N/A 
	GENERAL DESCRIPTION: N/A 
	LEFT STREET VIEW: 
	RIGHT STREET VIEW: 
	STREET VIEW: 
	ACCESSORY 1: 
	REAR CORNER/ ACCESSORY: 
	CORNER STREET/ ACCESSORY: 
	ACCESSORY 2: 
	ACCESSORY 3: 
	LANDSCAPE 1: 
	LANDSCAPE 2: 
	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 522 James Street
	SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: N/A 
	ARCHITECT: Unknown 
	DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1917
	COMMON NAME: Unknown 
	GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: Albin House
	ARCHITECTURAL DATA: Craftsman
	OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Rear Facing Rectangle 
	NUMBER OF STORIES: 2
	FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete
	PRIMARY WALL MATERIALS: Clapboard
	FRONT PORCH: Entry 
	VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A 
	ENTRY DOORS: Not Original/Historic 
	WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad
	WINDOW STYLE: Double-Hung 1/1; Casement 1 lt
	PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Front Gabled 
	PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt 
	VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes 
	CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick 
	OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: N/A 
	PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER PIN: 12-03-380-002
	BUILDER: August and Oscar Wilson
	WILSON BROTHERS: BOTH


