City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

515 James Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-335-007

HISTORIC NAME: Henry W. Hawkins House

COMMON NAME: Katie Lu Hawkins House

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1917

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2001, 2002

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Oscar and August Wilson

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: |talianate, Side Hall Plan

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Rear Facing Rectangle

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Limestone

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Partial Facade

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Original

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double-Hung, 1/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Hipped Pyramid

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:
N/A

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 2 20.01 Soffit: 6.18.02 Soffit




City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

515 James Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

Construction on the home for Henry W. Hawkins (1884-1924) and
Kate W. Hawkins (1855-1928) began on May 1, 1917. The Hawkins
family had three daughters: Mabel (1878-1959), Alice (1880-1955),
and Katie Lu (1882-1969). After her parents' deaths, Katie Lu
Hawkins continued to reside in the home. She had a distinguished
career as the head librarian of the Geneva Public Library for 40 years
before her retirement. Mabel Hawkins also lived at the house as an
adult for some time, and Colin Kyle was at the address for about the
period of his retirement. Katie Lu passed in 1969. After her death,
special use permits were permitted to allow offices on request from
Mrs Edward Hoelscher.

The original house, constructed in 1893 by Robert Long with the
foundation laid by John Stebbins, was severely damaged by a fire in
April 1917. The fire, which affected the roof and chimney, resulted in
$3,000 worth of damage, as reported in the Geneva Republican on
April 11, 1917. Insurance claims were settled by April 21, 1917, at

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

1999



City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

515 James Street
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Construction on the home for Henry W. Hawkins (1884-1924) and Kate W. Hawkins (1855-1928) began on May 1, 1917. The Hawkins family had three daughters: Mabel (1878-1959), Alice (1880-1955), and Katie Lu (1882-1969). After her parents' deaths, Katie Lu Hawkins continued to reside in the home. She had a distinguished career as the head librarian of the Geneva Public Library for 40 years before her retirement. Mabel Hawkins also lived at the house as an adult for some time, and Colin Kyle was at the address for about the period of his retirement. Katie Lu passed in 1969. After her death, special use permits were permitted to allow offices on request from Mrs Edward Hoelscher.

The original house, constructed in 1893 by Robert Long with the foundation laid by John Stebbins, was severely damaged by a fire in April 1917. The fire, which affected the roof and chimney, resulted in $3,000 worth of damage, as reported in the Geneva Republican on April 11, 1917. Insurance claims were settled by April 21, 1917, at which point Wilson Bros began evaluating the possibility of rebuilding. However, the decision was made to demolish the damaged structure and build a new home. Wilson Bros started construction on the new residence for Henry W. Hawkins on May 2, 1917, as noted in the Geneva Republican.

The Hawkins family originally purchased the lots in 1890, with an additional lot acquired by Kate and Henry Hawkins in March 1917. Henry Hawkins was involved in the coal and lumber business.
	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
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