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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The house at 514 James Street was constructed for Lynn and Kate (Field) Danforth, who married in 1905. Announcements for the new home were made in April 1905, with the house nearing completion by June of the same year. Lynn and Kate Danforth moved into their new residence upon returning from their honeymoon in September 1905.

Lynn Danforth (1878-1955) was the owner and manager of the Kane County Abstract Co., alongside directors Wm. M. Raftree and F. E. Mitchell. Established in 1906, the Geneva Abstract concern merged with the Kane County Title & Trust Co. in December 1919.

Kate (Field) Danforth (1882-1969) was the daughter of Charles Fearing Field, a founding member of Gaunt & Field Bank and the founding president of the State Bank of Geneva.

By 1910, the Danforths and their daughter Elizabeth (born 1909) were residing at the James Street property. They sold the home before February 1920, when Lynn Danforth joined his wife and daughter in Los Angeles, California, to be with the Charles Field family. Lynn Danforth had also divested his interests in the abstract company by February 1920.

The exact date of the sale of the James Street property is unknown. Still, Lynn Danforth was reported to be constructing a new house in 1911, according to issues of the Geneva Republican from July 19 to October 4, 1911.

The James Street property may have been rented before being sold to Alfred William Cawest (1862-1947) and his wife, Helen Frances (Wilkerson) Cawest (1877-1955). The Cawests were married in Chicago on August 14, 1895, and by February 1915, their son Walter Wilkerson "Wilke" Cawest (1897-1980) had transferred from Hyde Park High School in Chicago to Geneva High School. The Cawest family, including Alfred William "Fritz" Cawest, Jr. (1900-1960), a prominent quarterback at Geneva High School, and Jane Cawest (1907-1971), who married Roger Hammaker at the James Street house in a ceremony initially planned as a garden wedding but held indoors due to weather, was living at James Street by then.

The Cawests retained a home in Chicago through 1923 but owned the Geneva house for over 20 years. They frequently rented the Geneva property while spending winters in Chicago or traveling on the East Coast. Their travels are documented in the Geneva Republican, with periods noted in Canada (September 1917-May 1918), Chicago (1920, 1921, 1923), and the East Coast (October 1924 - early 1925). In 1925, they replaced the coal-fired furnace with an oil burner. The Cawests sold the property 1940 to brothers George H. and Robert D. Clark.

The Clark brothers remodeled the James Street home, with Robert D. Clark living there with his family for several years.

In 1977, David and Hilda Flynn relocated the Danforth-Cawest House from Lot 8, Block 49, to make way for the construction of the State Bank of Geneva facility on Fourth Street. At that time, the house was converted into apartments.

This house was listed in the 1999 survey as 516 James Street. Historic addresses for the property include 91 James St (const-1923), 507 James St (1923-1930), and 415 James St (1930-1977).
	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
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	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 514 James Street
	SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1925, 1977 (relocation)
	ARCHITECT: Unknown 
	DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: Circa 1908
	COMMON NAME: Unknown 
	GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: Danforth-Cawest House
	ARCHITECTURAL DATA: Queen Anne, Free Classic
	OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple Plan with Irregularities, Rectangle
	NUMBER OF STORIES: 2
	FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Not Visible
	PRIMARY WALL MATERIALS: Clapboard
	FRONT PORCH: Entry 
	VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A 
	ENTRY DOORS: Non Historic 
	WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad
	WINDOW STYLE: Multi-Paneled - 18 and 25 lt
	PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Cross Gabled 
	PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt 
	VISIBLE CHIMNEY: N/A 
	CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A 
	OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: N/A 
	PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER PIN: 12-03-380-013
	BUILDER: Unknown 
	WILSON BROTHERS: Off


