City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & [Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

315 James Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-413-010

HISTORIC NAME: Frazier & Raftery Architectural Office

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1946

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2003, 2005

ARCHITECT: Frazier & Raftery

BUILDER: Unknown

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Mid-Century Modern

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple, Back Facing Rectangle

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 1

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S):

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Fixed, 1 It

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Unknown

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: N/A

|:| Contributing

|E| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:
N/A

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 2 18.03 Windows: 12.16.03
Add'n; 2005 Second Floor
Addition; 10.20.15 Doors




City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks PROPERTY ADDRESS:
Property Inventory Survey

315 James Street

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

Frazier and Raftery initially formed their partnership in 1928 but
dissolved it in 1942 to contribute to the war effort. Raftery worked
with the Federal Housing Authority in Detroit while Frazier served in
the Navy. Both men were active duty from 1942 to 1945, so they
designed no buildings.

According to General Report records, the architectural offices of
Frazier, Raftery, Fairbanks, and Orr were under construction as of
March 22, 1946. By April 12, 1946, Frazier and Orr had become
partners in the firm. The office featured a radiant-heated floor, and
the contractor for the project was Mr. Fairbanks from West Chicago.

They reunited after the war and established their new office in 1946.
Raftery resided at 208 S. River until building a house on Bennett in
1952. The office moved to 223 E. State Street in 1965, now under
the name Frazier, Raftery, Orr & Fairbanks, but Frazier had passed
away in 1963.

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Frazier and Raftery initially formed their partnership in 1928 but dissolved it in 1942 to contribute to the war effort. Raftery worked with the Federal Housing Authority in Detroit while Frazier served in the Navy. Both men were active duty from 1942 to 1945, so they designed no buildings. 

According to General Report records, the architectural offices of Frazier, Raftery, Fairbanks, and Orr were under construction as of March 22, 1946. By April 12, 1946, Frazier and Orr had become partners in the firm. The office featured a radiant-heated floor, and the contractor for the project was Mr. Fairbanks from West Chicago.

They reunited after the war and established their new office in 1946. Raftery resided at 208 S. River until building a house on Bennett in 1952. The office moved to 223 E. State Street in 1965, now under the name Frazier, Raftery, Orr & Fairbanks, but Frazier had passed away in 1963.

In 1966, the firm relocated to the Bennett House on East State Street. By 1968, the building housed the County Planning Department and the Board of Supervisors office. After 1970, it was repurposed as the County Data Processing Office. During the 1990s, it served as Geneva Secretarial Services before becoming a mortgage company in the mid-1990s.

A second floor was added in 2005, following a proposal reviewed by the Historic Preservation Commission about a year earlier. The building's exterior was remodeled, and the original front door was removed in 2014. 

The building is significant because of its involvement with the local firm Frazier, Raftery, Orr, and Fairbanks, and as an example of mid-century modern architecture.
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