
City of Geneva, Illinois 
Local Historic District & Landmarks  
2020 Property Inventory Survey 

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN): 
 

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING: 

Significant 

Contributing 

Non-Contributing – Built After 1987 

Non-Contributing – Reversible Alterations 

Non-Contributing – Irreversible Alterations 

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION: 

Central Geneva NRHD 

North Geneva NRHD 

Local Geneva HD  

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING: 

Contributing 

Non-Contributing 

Not Applicable / Not in NR District 

Other HPC Action: 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: 
 

NUMBER OF STORIES: 
 

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 

HISTORIC NAME: 
 
COMMON NAME:  
 

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: 
 
PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): 
 

ENTRY DOOR(S): 

WINDOW MATERIAL: 
 

FRONT PORCH: 
 
VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: 

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: 
 

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: 

Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 
 

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: 

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: 
 

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: 
 

ARCHITECT: 
 
BUILDER: 
WILSON BROTHERS:               OSCAR             BOTH 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 
 

WINDOW STYLE: 
 

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: 
 

HPC ACTION: 

        Demolition Approved: 

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 

AUGUST           
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BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: 
 

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES: 
 

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES: 
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2024 - Porch Reconstruction
	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The property, known as the Worsley-Cory House, has a rich historical timeline. It was converted to commercial use approximately 50 years ago. Timothy Worsley acquired the property in 1857, and a house was constructed between 1861 and 1866. The lot, which would later become a store building site, and the house were sold to Sanford and Harriet Hull. Eben Danford owned the property during the construction of the store building in 1885, which was subsequently sold to Valentine “Tine” Howell in December 1885.

In 1892, John Cory purchased the property and made significant improvements, including a new residence and an office addition completed in July 1893. This addition extended to the west at Third Street, but since 2007, it has faced James Street. A new barn was also built in 1894. By 1910, Dr. Cory had rebuilt the east side of the residence, adding a large fireplace.

The barn was destroyed by a fire in 1966, and the property faced the threat of demolition in December 1979. It was sold to Mr. and Mrs. John Nottolini in 1980. In January 2007, the building was relocated from its Third Street frontage, rotated 90 degrees, and now faces James Street. The property holds significant historical value for its architectural and community development impact during Geneva's Early Settlement Period (1837-1857).


	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
	AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: N/A 
	AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: N/A 
	GENERAL DESCRIPTION: N/A
	LEFT STREET VIEW: 
	RIGHT STREET VIEW: 
	STREET VIEW: 
	ACCESSORY 1: 
	REAR CORNER/ ACCESSORY: 
	CORNER STREET/ ACCESSORY: 
	ACCESSORY 2: 
	ACCESSORY 3: 
	LANDSCAPE 1: 
	LANDSCAPE 2: 
	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 216 James Street
	SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2008
	ARCHITECT: Unknown 
	DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: ca. 1861-1866
	COMMON NAME: Harvey Tales
	GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: Kris Kringle 
	ARCHITECTURAL DATA: Italianate 
	OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Rectangular - Irregular 
	NUMBER OF STORIES: 2.5
	FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Not Visible 
	PRIMARY WALL MATERIALS: Clapboard
	FRONT PORCH: Entry 
	VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A
	ENTRY DOORS: Not Original 
	WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood
	WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung - 1-1
	PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Cross Gabled 
	PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt 
	VISIBLE CHIMNEY: N/A 
	CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A 
	OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: N/A 
	PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER PIN: 12-03-453-015
	BUILDER: Unknown 
	WILSON BROTHERS: Off


