City of Geneva, Illinois _eropesty aooress:
Local Historic District & Landmarks 211 James Street
2020 Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-414-024

HISTORIC NAME: Tri-City Garage

COMMON NAME: Craft Urban - Food. Cocktails. Local

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1928

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2014, 2020, 2022

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: August and Oscar Wilson

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Mission Revival

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Rectangle

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: One

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Brick

E Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Brick

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Commercial - Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Commercial

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Clad

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Commercial

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Flat

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Not Visible

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: N/A

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

N/A

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 4 15.14 Porch Renovation
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ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

211 James Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The property at 211 James Street was incorporated as the final
addition to the Tri-City Garage, which, at its height, featured six car
repair pits, a paint booth, wash racks, oiling and greasing racks, a
battery room, and a tire repair room. The Tri-City Garage operated
on the corner of Third and James Streets until 1958.

In addition to the Tri-City Garage addition, a dwelling sat on the area
which is now a parking lot. Its latest address on Sanborn maps was
215 James St, but it appears it was also addressed as 211 James
Street for some time. It existed in historic maps as early as the 1869
Birds Eye. In 1949, the house underwent $750 worth of repairs
performed by contractor John H Bloomdahl, under property owner R
C Skoglund. The house was demolished some time between 1945
and 1956.

Over the years, the remaining property at 211 James Street has
undergone significant transformations, evolving to meet the needs of

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A
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PROPERTY ADDRESS:

211 James Street
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The property at 211 James Street was incorporated as the final addition to the Tri-City Garage, which, at its height, featured six car repair pits, a paint booth, wash racks, oiling and greasing racks, a battery room, and a tire repair room. The Tri-City Garage operated on the corner of Third and James Streets until 1958. 

In addition to the Tri-City Garage addition, a dwelling sat on the area which is now a parking lot. Its latest address on Sanborn maps was 215 James St, but it appears it was also addressed as 211 James Street for some time. It existed in historic maps as early as the 1869 Birds Eye. In 1949, the house underwent $750 worth of repairs performed by contractor John H Bloomdahl, under property owner R C Skoglund. The house was demolished some time between 1945 and 1956.

Over the years, the remaining property at 211 James Street has undergone significant transformations, evolving to meet the needs of various industries before finding its current incarnation as a restaurant. After the garage era, the location transitioned through several industrial uses, each marking a new chapter in its history.

Most recently, the property has undergone a successful adaptive reuse project to become a restaurant. That project included a retrofit of the interior and the addition of a mural on the exterior where the property had previously been painted.
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