City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

501 Hamilton Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-404-010

HISTORIC NAME: Unknown

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1892

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2004

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Unknown

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Gable-Front, Gabled Ell

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple with Irregularities

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Parged

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Non Historic

|:| Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad

|E| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double-Hung, 1/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Cross Gabled

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:
N/A

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 7 20.04 Add'n Handicap Ramp




City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

501 Hamilton Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The property located at 501 Hamilton Street has a rich history,
starting with its ownership by John J. and Julia Kelley. Julia Kelley,
widowed, sold Lots 1 and 2 of Block 31 to W. H. Smith in 1884 for
$200. Smith subsequently sold the property to Charles (Carl)
Frederick Sunleaf in 1892 for $600. Originally from Sweden, Charles
Sunleaf (1860-1903) immigrated to Geneva in 1883. He married
Signe Peterson (1859-1929) in 1886. In 1892, Charles secured a
mortgage and likely built the two-story house on the property during
the same year.

The house remained in the Sunleaf family, passing to Carl F. Sunleaf
(1893-1977) after his mother's death in 1929. In 1933, Carl
converted the house into a duplex apartment and advertised the
lower flat in the Geneva Republican. The property was later sold to
Genevieve and Maurice Mann in 1952, who invested $2,500 in
improvements and held ownership until around 1960.

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The property located at 501 Hamilton Street has a rich history, starting with its ownership by John J. and Julia Kelley. Julia Kelley, widowed, sold Lots 1 and 2 of Block 31 to W. H. Smith in 1884 for $200. Smith subsequently sold the property to Charles (Carl) Frederick Sunleaf in 1892 for $600. Originally from Sweden, Charles Sunleaf (1860-1903) immigrated to Geneva in 1883. He married Signe Peterson (1859-1929) in 1886. In 1892, Charles secured a mortgage and likely built the two-story house on the property during the same year.

The house remained in the Sunleaf family, passing to Carl F. Sunleaf (1893-1977) after his mother's death in 1929. In 1933, Carl converted the house into a duplex apartment and advertised the lower flat in the Geneva Republican. The property was later sold to Genevieve and Maurice Mann in 1952, who invested $2,500 in improvements and held ownership until around 1960.

By the 2010s, the house had shifted to commercial use. The first floor was rented to various businesses, including Blitz Realty Group, until 2011 (as reported by the Kane County Chronicle) and later served as the office of the Geneva Financial Corporation in 2013 (as noted in the Kane County Chronicle).
	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
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