City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

609 Fulton Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-383-007

HISTORIC NAME: Unknown

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1840

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1849, 1870, 1880, 1920, 1980

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Unknown

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Gable-Front, Gabled Ell

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple Plan, Square

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Not Visible

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Entry

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S):

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Unknown, Historically Wood

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung, 1/1

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Cross Gabled

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: No

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:
N/A

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: 9 18.18 Add'n; 8.9.23
Rear/Side Yard Fence




City of Geneva, lllinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

609 Fulton Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The house, originally built in the mid-1840s as a Gable Front cottage
by the Riley family, has a rich history intertwined with Geneva's
development. It was acquired in 1849 by W.W. Castner and became
part of the area known as Kastnerville. Over the years, the property
witnessed various occupants and events that shaped its legacy.

By 1893, it had undergone notable changes and was still recognized
as a Gable Front cottage. In the early 1930s, the house stood empty
and was advertised for rent in the Geneva Republican. In 1935,
Clarence Upham, Irene Crow, and their son Kenneth made it their
home, where later they celebrated the births of Marilyn and Robert.
Tragically, their eldest son, Donald C. Upham, lost his life in a plane
accident during Army Air Force training.

In 1948, the house was listed for sale, marking another transition in
its ownership. By 1954, Ms. Carol Lyons and her husband, Sam B
Lyons, resided there. Sam was known as a moderator on an

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The house, originally built in the mid-1840s as a Gable Front cottage by the Riley family, has a rich history intertwined with Geneva's development. It was acquired in 1849 by W.W. Castner and became part of the area known as Kastnerville. Over the years, the property witnessed various occupants and events that shaped its legacy. 

By 1893, it had undergone notable changes and was still recognized as a Gable Front cottage. In the early 1930s, the house stood empty and was advertised for rent in the Geneva Republican. In 1935, Clarence Upham, Irene Crow, and their son Kenneth made it their home, where later they celebrated the births of Marilyn and Robert. Tragically, their eldest son, Donald C. Upham, lost his life in a plane accident during Army Air Force training.

In 1948, the house was listed for sale, marking another transition in its ownership. By 1954, Ms. Carol Lyons and her husband, Sam B Lyons, resided there. Sam was known as a moderator on an investment show and editor of Finance Magazine, adding to the house's diverse history of occupants. In 1958, the Graham family departed after their residency. 

The property continued to change over the decades, transitioning from William and Lilly Barrett to Scott and Leslie Rittenberg in 2015, Weichert Workforce Mobility, Inc. in 2019, and Molly and Joseph Roenna in 2020.

The house's significance extends beyond its architectural character as a Gable Front cottage; it serves as a testament to community development and the lives of notable individuals like W.W. Castner. 
Its role in Kastnerville and its association with various prominent residents underscore its enduring place in Geneva's historical fabric.
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