City of Geneva, Illinois _roperty aboress:
Local Historic District & Landmarks 428 Franklin Street
Property Inventory Survey

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: 12-03-458-001

HISTORIC NAME: Hogans House

COMMON NAME: Unknown

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1925

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2003, 2006

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: T. W. Gibbs
WILSON BROTHERS:  [JAUGUST ~ [J OSCAR O BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Spanish Revival

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: U Shaped

[ ] significant
|z| Contributing

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete |:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Stucco |:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations
FRONT PORCH: Entry Style |:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations
VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Two Paneled |z| Central Geneva NRHD

|:| North Geneva NRHD
WINDOW MATERIAL: \Wood

|E| Local Geneva HD

WINDOW STYLE: Undetermined

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Si
Side Gabled NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Clay Tiles

|E| Contributing

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes |:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Stucco over Brick |:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District
OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: HPC ACTION:
N/A

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action: §.15.99 Stucco Wall; 2.18.03
Add'n; 11.15.16 Roof
Replacement




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

428 Franklin Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The house at the corner of Franklin and Fifth Streets in Geneva is a
testament to the city's rich history and the notable individuals who
have called it home. Construction of this residence began in the
summer of 1925, with the basement excavation commencing on July
31. Taylor "T.W." Gibbs, the builder, worked diligently through the
fall, with the house nearing completion by early November.

The original owners, Walter John Hogans and his wife, moved into
their new home around January 1, 1926, marking the beginning of a
long and storied history for the property. The Hogans family, known
for operating the Geneva Organ Company on Richards Street, north
of State Street, resided in the house for at least 18 years. During
their tenure, which lasted until at least 1944, the home became a
gathering place for the community, regularly hosting meetings of the
Geneva Garden Club. During this period, they established the house
as a focal point for local social and cultural activities. Following the
Hogans family, the property changed hands, eventually coming into

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The house at the corner of Franklin and Fifth Streets in Geneva is a testament to the city's rich history and the notable individuals who have called it home. Construction of this residence began in the summer of 1925, with the basement excavation commencing on July 31. Taylor "T.W." Gibbs, the builder, worked diligently through the fall, with the house nearing completion by early November. 

The original owners, Walter John Hogans and his wife, moved into their new home around January 1, 1926, marking the beginning of a long and storied history for the property. The Hogans family, known for operating the Geneva Organ Company on Richards Street, north of State Street, resided in the house for at least 18 years. During their tenure, which lasted until at least 1944, the home became a gathering place for the community, regularly hosting meetings of the Geneva Garden Club. During this period, they established the house as a focal point for local social and cultural activities. Following the Hogans family, the property changed hands, eventually coming into the possession of the R.H. Ross family. Though the exact dates of their residency are unclear, their ownership marks another chapter in the home's history. 

The most significant period in the house's story began on August 7, 1952, when Donald R. Cowell and his wife purchased the property through the A.L. Allen Real Estate Agency. The Cowells and their two children, Bruce and Christine, would call this house home for at least six years until 1958. Donald Cowell's residency brought particular distinction to the property due to his extensive involvement in local and Chicago-based civic and professional activities. In Geneva, Cowell served as a board member and trustee of the Geneva Public Library, participated in the Citizen's School Educational Council, directed the Provident Hospital Fund Drive, and chaired the board of deacons at the Geneva Congregational Church. His commitment to community service extended beyond Geneva's borders, with significant roles in Chicago's public and private sectors.

Cowell's professional life in Chicago was equally impressive. He chaired the 1956 Chicago Community Fund public relations committee, directed public relations for The Quaker Oats Company, and held leadership positions in the Public Relations Society of America's Chicago Chapter. His career also included roles as a public relations executive at Inland Steel and Illinois Bell Telephone Company and a partnership in the Chicago public relations firm of Gardner, Jones, & Cowell. 

Another transfer of ownership occurred in 1993 when Joanne B. Gerlach acquired the property. 

Throughout its nearly century-long existence, this residence has been more than just a house; it has been home to families who have shaped the community, a venue for social gatherings, and a silent witness to the changing face of Geneva.  
	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
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