City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

523 South Fourth Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-10-206-016

HISTORIC NAME: [eindecker & Hawkins Lumber Yard

COMMON NAME: Dodson 8 Parking Lot

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1998

ARCHITECT:

BUILDER:

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH
ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: n/a

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: n/a

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: n/a

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: n/a

|:| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): n/a

|E| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: n/a

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: n/a

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): n/a

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: n/a

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: n/a

|:| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: n/a

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: n/a

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: n/a

|:| Contributing

|E| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: n/a

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|E| Demolition Approved: 1997-1998

Other HPC Action:




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

523 South Fourth Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

This site has a rich history dating back to the late 19th century.

Primarily it has served as a lumber and coal yard for over a century.
It began around 1880 as Nelson's Lumber & Coal Yard, marking the
start of its long-standing role in Geneva's building materials industry.

Over the next century, the property changed hands numerous times,
each transition reflecting the evolving business landscape of
Geneva:

1888-1897: Leindecker & Hawkin's Lumber & Coal Yard
1897-1901: Geneva Lumber Co.

1901-1918: Frank D. Lawrence Coal & Lumber Yard
1918-1926: Nichol-Brown Lumber Yard

1926-1930: Geneva Builders' Supply

1930-1940: Geneva Lumber and Builders' Supply Co.
1940-1956: Valley Lumber & Coal Co.

1956-1982: Mid-Valley Lumber Co.

1982-1985: Geneva Wholesale Lumber

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; Sanborn Fire
Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva Republican

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Parking Lot




City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

523 South Fourth Street
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: This site has a rich history dating back to the late 19th century. Primarily it has served as a lumber and coal yard for over a century. It began around 1880 as Nelson's Lumber & Coal Yard, marking the start of its long-standing role in Geneva's building materials industry.

Over the next century, the property changed hands numerous times, each transition reflecting the evolving business landscape of Geneva:
1888-1897: Leindecker & Hawkin's Lumber & Coal Yard 
1897-1901: Geneva Lumber Co. 
1901-1918: Frank D. Lawrence Coal & Lumber Yard 
1918-1926: Nichol-Brown Lumber Yard 
1926-1930: Geneva Builders' Supply 
1930-1940: Geneva Lumber and Builders' Supply Co.
1940-1956: Valley Lumber & Coal Co. 
1956-1982: Mid-Valley Lumber Co. 
1982-1985: Geneva Wholesale Lumber 
1985-1997: Seigle's Building and Home Center

This succession of businesses demonstrates the site's enduring importance to Geneva's construction and fuel supply industries. The transition from combined lumber and coal yards to more specialized lumber and building supply businesses reflects broader changes in heating and construction practices over the decades. The site's long history as a commercial lumber yard ended in 1997 when the City of Geneva purchased the property. In a significant change for the area, all remaining buildings were cleared in August 1998, marking the end of an era and paving the way for potential new developments or civic use like parking lots. This transformation from a bustling industrial site to cleared municipal land represents a notable shift in the urban landscape of Geneva, reflecting changing economic needs and urban planning priorities at the turn of the 21st century.
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