City of Geneva, [llinois _eroeervaooress:
Local Historic District & Landmarks 403 South Fourth Street
Property Inventory Survey

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: 12-10-202-008

HISTORIC NAME: Patten-Welch-Long House

COMMON NAME: The Little Traveler

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1838

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1891 (relocation)

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: O.H. Stome
WILSON BROTHERS: O AuGUST [J OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Greek Revival

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple Plan, Rectangle

[ ] significant
E Contributing

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2.5

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Limestone |:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard |:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations
FRONT PORCH: Entry |:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations
VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Six Panel |z| Central Geneva NRHD

North G NRHD
WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood [_] North Geneva

|:| Local Geneva HD

WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung, (6/6)

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF FORM:
Front Gabled NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

|E| Contributing

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes |:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick |:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District
OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: HPC ACTION:
N/A

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action:




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks PROPERTY ADDRESS:
Property Inventory Suwey 403 South Fourth Street

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

Since 1838, the house has had a rich history of ownership and
adaptations. Charles Patten, an early settler, initially established a
general store on the west bank of the river. He later relocated to a
new store at the northwest corner of First and State Streets. Patten
was instrumental in the formation of the Unitarian Church.

In 1851, he acquired Block 87 and constructed a residence there. He
initiated the building of this house in the spring of 1851 to complete it
by October 1 of the same year. In 1917, during renovations
undertaken by James C. Long, a notable discovery was made: upon
removing a piece of molding from a large door, various intriguing
details were inscribed. These included the notation that the molding
was installed by Oscar Dewey on Monday, August 25, 1851, under
the supervision of master builder C.H. Stone. The workers involved
in the construction included William Humisted, Lyman P. Bixby, John
Book (Dutchman), and David Durham of Geneva, lllinois. The
discovery also mentioned significant local events, such as the Great

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150

LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders. 1905-1931 by
CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: Since 1838, the house has had a rich history of ownership and adaptations. Charles Patten, an early settler, initially established a general store on the west bank of the river. He later relocated to a new store at the northwest corner of First and State Streets. Patten was instrumental in the formation of the Unitarian Church. 

In 1851, he acquired Block 87 and constructed a residence there. He initiated the building of this house in the spring of 1851 to complete it by October 1 of the same year. In 1917, during renovations undertaken by James C. Long, a notable discovery was made: upon removing a piece of molding from a large door, various intriguing details were inscribed. These included the notation that the molding was installed by Oscar Dewey on Monday, August 25, 1851, under the supervision of master builder C.H. Stone. The workers involved in the construction included William Humisted, Lyman P. Bixby, John Book (Dutchman), and David Durham of Geneva, Illinois. The discovery also mentioned significant local events, such as the Great Chicago Fire of August 23, 1851, which impacted nearby communities.

After Charles Patten died in 1887, the house changed hands several times, each new owner leaving their unique mark. 

Orin D. Stickler purchased it in 1890, and in subsequent years, the lot was acquired by Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin W. Dodson, who named it Fieldstone and moved the Patten house to its current site to build their own home. Later, the Welch family acquired the Patten House, in its new location at the southeast corner of Fourth and Fulton streets. Professor Welch, the first principal of Geneva's West Side school, and his family resided there. Their daughter, Helen Medora, married James C. Long, and they made the house their home for nearly five decades starting around 1878-1883, a period that would significantly shape the house's character. The house was also known during their ownership as Long's Corner, a testament to their influence. In 1927, Helen M. Long passed away, followed by James Long in 1933. 

James Long, known for operating a general merchandise store at State and Third for 40 years, left a lasting legacy in the community, a legacy that was deeply intertwined with the house. Their descendants continued to reside in the house until 1935, after which it changed hands multiple times, each new owner adding to the house's rich history: to Mr. and Mrs. Josiah McRoberts in 1936, then to John B. Lauer in 1947, and subsequently to Scott Davis in 1950.

By 1970-71, interior designer Milton Agars Botterill had transformed the property into a shop and apartment known as Agars Studio. The main floor served as the shop.
	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
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