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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The William M. Larrabee House has a rich history dating back to 1854 when Elbridge G. Hall purchased the land from Nicholas Castner. Hall constructed the house that same year during the fall and winter months. In 1885, Hall sold the property to William M. Larrabee for $3,000.

Larrabee played a significant role in the development of railroads in the region. He was instrumental in securing tracts for the Chicago and Galena Railroad and later served as Secretary of the Chicago & North Western Railroad. However, after becoming a widower in 1887, Larrabee relocated to Colorado, leaving the house to fall into disrepair.

In 1894, George Kimball undertook the task of renovating the neglected property, transforming it "from a dilapidated state to a clean bright pleasant residence." The Larrabee family retained ownership until 1901 when they sold the house. The following year, in 1902, Dr. F. H. (Francis Homer) Blackman acquired the property and carried out extensive remodeling. Dr. Blackman owned the house until his death in 1930. Subsequently, W. Blattner purchased the property and initiated another round of renovations.

Between 2005 and 2007, the William M. Larrabee House underwent a significant change when it was relocated approximately 15 feet to the southwest. This move was part of a more considerable development involving St. Mark's Church, which has a long-standing presence on South Fourth Street dating back to 1868 when its historic limestone chapel was constructed at the corner of South Fourth and Franklin Streets.

The church's expansion in 1987 led to the removal of a single-family residence on the east side of South Fourth Street, allowing for the extension of church facilities south of the historic chapel. In 1960, the St. Mark's congregation acquired the Larrabee House. Subsequently, under the conditions of a Special Use Permit, the house was relocated in 2001.The Larrabee House, dating back to 1854, is a significant local property within the Historic District and is depicted in the 1869 Bird's Eye Map of Geneva. 

Architecturally, the house presents a blend of styles. Its Fourth Street entry exhibits characteristics typical of the mid-1850s Greek Revival style. However, the house lacks other Greek Revival details commonly found in local homes of that era. Instead, the bracketed frieze and tall windows are reminiscent of the early Italianate style, which gained popularity in northeastern Illinois during the mid-1860s.

	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
	AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: N/A 
	AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: N/A
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	ACCESSORY 1: 
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	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 327 South Fourth Street
	SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1894,1901
	ARCHITECT: Unknown 
	DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1854
	COMMON NAME: St. Mark's Rectory
	GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: Larrabee House
	ARCHITECTURAL DATA: Italianate
	OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple
	NUMBER OF STORIES: 2.5
	FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Parged Stone
	PRIMARY WALL MATERIALS: Clapboard
	FRONT PORCH: Entry 
	VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A 
	ENTRY DOORS: Panel
	WINDOW MATERIAL: Clad, Wood 
	WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung 1/1
	PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Front Gabled  
	PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt 
	VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes
	CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick/Stone 
	OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: 
	PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER PIN: 12-03-460-004
	BUILDER: Elbridge Hall
	WILSON BROTHERS: Off


