City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

211 South Fourth Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-455-002

HISTORIC NAME: Danforth-Rondthaler House

COMMON NAME: N/A

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1911

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 2001

ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Unknown
WILSON BROTHERS: [J AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: American Foursquare, Prairie

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Simple Plan, Square

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Parged

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Stucco, clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Full Facade

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: N/A

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): N/A

IE Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood

|:| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung (1/1)

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: |ow Pitched Hipped

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: N/A

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: N/A

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:
N/A

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved:

Other HPC Action:




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

211 South Fourth Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The property was the second residence for Lynn C. and Kate (Field)
Danforth, who previously resided at 514 James Street. Construction
of the house began in the summer of 1911, and interior decorations
were completed that autumn. The Danforths' and their daughter
Elizabeth occupied the home until 1921, when they permanently
relocated to Los Angeles, California. Notably, Mr. Danforth founded
the Kane County Abstract Co. in 1906. Before the home was built,
the area was known as "the old Coleman property" (Geneva
Republican 3/22/1911).

In July 1919, the property was sold to Rev. J. Albert Rondthaler and
his wife, Adda, who had married in 1904 following the deaths of their
previous spouses. The house faced misfortune in October 1919
when it was struck by lightning, damaging the chimney and furnace.
Rev. Rondthaler (1844-1928) was a distinguished minister who
became involved with Mooseheart Lodge in Batavia, lllinois, where
he assumed the position of Dean around World War | after serving a

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150
LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brathers - Contractors & Builders1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
N/A
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The property was the second residence for Lynn C. and Kate (Field) Danforth, who previously resided at 514 James Street. Construction of the house began in the summer of 1911, and interior decorations were completed that autumn. The Danforths' and their daughter Elizabeth occupied the home until 1921, when they permanently relocated to Los Angeles, California. Notably, Mr. Danforth founded the Kane County Abstract Co. in 1906. Before the home was built, the area was known as "the old Coleman property" (Geneva Republican 3/22/1911).

In July 1919, the property was sold to Rev. J. Albert Rondthaler and his wife, Adda, who had married in 1904 following the deaths of their previous spouses. The house faced misfortune in October 1919 when it was struck by lightning, damaging the chimney and furnace. Rev. Rondthaler (1844-1928) was a distinguished minister who became involved with Mooseheart Lodge in Batavia, Illinois, where he assumed the position of Dean around World War I after serving a Chicago congregation. His wife, Adda Benham Rondthaler (1857-1948), was involved in various civic causes, including the Geneva Women's Club. Both were active members of the Geneva and Batavia Congregational churches.

The Rondthalers sold the property to Mary S. Wells and her household in October 1921. 

Shell Knit Shop functioned out of the building from 1962 to 1969, with the Shell family also living on site. It was replaced by Headquarters Gourmet Gallerie in 1970.

The house underwent repairs and restoration to its front porch and upper roof following storm damage in June 2001. This restoration work, a testament to the commitment to preserving the historical value of the house, ensured that the property continued to stand as a living piece of history. While it doesn't follow much of the established Prairie style, its low roof and porch decorations hint at the evolution of the style. This home is significant as an early example of the Prairie style and in its relation to historic Geneva residents, such as the Danforth and Ronthaler families.
	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002); Geneva Republican
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