City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

322 North Fourth Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-255-009

HISTORIC NAME: Gaffney-Birch House

COMMON NAME: n/a

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1890-1892

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: n/a

ARCHITECT: n/a

BUILDER: Lafayette Steves

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Queen Anne, Free Classic

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: n/a

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Stone

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Full Facade

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: n/a

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Undetermined

|:| Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad

|E| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Jerkinhead

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt Shingles

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

n/a

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved: n/a

Other HPC Action: /g




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

322 North Fourth Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

This property was part of the George and Irene Burr estate (Block 14

of the Original Town of Geneva), purchased in 1870 (See: 401 Ford
Street).

Lafeyette Steves purchased Lots 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 of Block 14 in 1889.
Steves re-subdivided Lots 9 & 10 with three 50" wide lots fronting
North Fourth Street. Presumably, Steves built the house (which is
nearly identical to the house at 318 North Fourth Street) between
1890 and 1892. The house may have been built as a rental property.

In 1893, Lafayette and Maggie Steves sold the house and 50" wide
lot at Fourth and Stevens Street to the widowed Emily Chambers.

Steves re-subdivided Lots 9 & 10 and sold this 50" wide lot to Daniel
and Elizabeth Gaffney in 1901. The Gaffneys' new residence was
"nearly completed” by May 1902 (14 May 1902 GenRep). The
Gaffneys moved into the home in June 1902 (28 Jun 1902 GenRep).

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869
Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land
Records; Geneva, lllinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150

LReminders of 150 Years: Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders. 1905-1931 by

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a
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City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks PROPERTY ADDRESS:
Property Inventory Survey

322 North Fourth Street
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: This property was part of the George and Irene Burr estate (Block 14 of the Original Town of Geneva), purchased in 1870 (See: 401 Ford Street). 

Lafeyette Steves purchased Lots 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 of Block 14 in 1889. Steves re-subdivided Lots 9 & 10 with three 50' wide lots fronting North Fourth Street. Presumably, Steves built the house (which is nearly identical to the house at 318 North Fourth Street) between 1890 and 1892. The house may have been built as a rental property.

In 1893, Lafayette and Maggie Steves sold the house and 50' wide lot at Fourth and Stevens Street to the widowed Emily Chambers. 

Steves re-subdivided Lots 9 & 10 and sold this 50' wide lot to Daniel and Elizabeth Gaffney in 1901. The Gaffneys' new residence was "nearly completed" by May 1902 (14 May 1902 GenRep). The Gaffneys moved into the home in June 1902 (28 Jun 1902 GenRep). 

In 1930, James Henry Birch purchased the property (see 310 Campbell Street).

James Henry Birch, Sr. (1862-1932) was "one of the leading manufacturers and businessmen" in Geneva at the time of his death. Born in Canada, Birch came to Geneva around 1909 and established the Phelps Manufacturing Co. on Peyton Street. Possessing "a keen inventive genius," he developed "many mechanical devices and machines for use in manufacturing work that came to his plants." Birch also "perfected and patented the reserve feed for acetylene lighting plants which was one of the big products of his shop." Birch successfully developed an oil burner for home heating as well as contributed to the "perfection of acetylene gas welding devices" (05 February 1932 Geneva Republican).

Apparently, the property at 310 Campbell Street served as a rental property while James Henry Birch, Jr. (1895-1986)—assistant manager of the acetylene light factory—and his family lived at 322 N. Fourth Street (1930). The house was put up for sale in 1949.

The property is notable for its association with one or more significant persons, architecture, and methods of construction—specifically locally-quarried limestone construction.
	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 Central North Geneva NRHP Update; 1869 Bird's Eye View of Geneva; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002); Geneva Republican
	AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: n/a
	AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: n/a
	GENERAL DESCRIPTION: n/a
	LEFT STREET VIEW: 
	RIGHT STREET VIEW: 
	STREET VIEW: 
	REAR CORNER/ ACCESSORY: 
	ACCESSORY 2: 
	ACCESSORY 3: 
	LANDSCAPE 1: 
	LANDSCAPE 2: 
	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 322 North Fourth Street
	SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: n/a
	ARCHITECT: n/a
	DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c. 1890-1892
	COMMON NAME: n/a
	GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION: Gaffney-Birch House
	ARCHITECTURAL DATA: Queen Anne, Free Classic
	OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: n/a
	NUMBER OF STORIES: 2
	FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Stone
	PRIMARY WALL MATERIALS: Clapboard
	FRONT PORCH: Full Facade
	VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: n/a
	ENTRY DOORS: Undetermined
	WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad
	WINDOW STYLE: Double Hung 
	PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Jerkinhead
	PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt Shingles 
	VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes
	CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick
	OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES: n/a
	PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER PIN: 12-03-255-009
	BUILDER: Lafayette Steves 
	WILSON BROTHERS: Off
	CORNER STREET/ ACCESSORY: 
	ACCESSORY 1: 


