City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

317 North Fourth Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-256-002

HISTORIC NAME: Blomgren-Provenzano House

COMMON NAME: n/a

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: circa 1901-1904

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: n/a

ARCHITECT: n/a

BUILDER: John Nils Blomgren

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Gable Front, Queen Anne, Free Classic

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: L-Plan

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 1.5

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Limestone

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard, Shingle

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Yes

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: No

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Non-original

|:| Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad

|E| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double-hung (1/1 and quarreled upper sash)

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Gable

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

Historic form and details are largely in tact and preserved.

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved: n/a

Other HPC Action: 3.21.06 Exterior Rehabilitation,
Windows; 4.29.13 Windows;
10.8.14 Clapboard




City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

317 North Fourth Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

The property (which included 327 N. Fourth and 316 Stevens streets)
was sold to Horace S. Burr (1885); then to Thomas Wallace Poor
(1885-1897); and finally to John N. Blomgren, whose descendants
held the property from 1897 until 1919.

John and Maria Blomgren and their five children emigrated from
Sweden in 1891 and settled in Geneva. Initially, the family occupied
the house at 316 Stevens Street, where three more children were
born by 1898. While in Geneva, John Nils Blomgren worked as a
mason and contractor.

Between 1901 and 1905, John N. Blomgren built two identical
houses, fronting on Fourth Street but mirror-reversed from one
another (see 327 N. Fourth Street). In January 1915, John and Maria
Blomgren joined their children in Chicago, lllinois.

The house at 317 N. Fourth Street was built when John T. Blomgren

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 North Geneva NRHP Update; Sanborn
Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Land Records; Geneva Republican; Polk's St
Charles, Batavia, and Geneva City Directories

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: The property (which included 327 N. Fourth and 316 Stevens streets)was sold to Horace S. Burr (1885); then to Thomas Wallace Poor (1885-1897); and finally to John N. Blomgren, whose descendants held the property from 1897 until 1919. 

John and Maria Blomgren and their five children emigrated from Sweden in 1891 and settled in Geneva. Initially, the family occupied the house at 316 Stevens Street, where three more children were born by 1898. While in Geneva, John Nils Blomgren worked as a mason and contractor. 

Between 1901 and 1905, John N. Blomgren built two identical houses, fronting on Fourth Street but mirror-reversed from one another (see 327 N. Fourth Street). In January 1915, John and Maria Blomgren joined their children in Chicago, Illinois. 

The house at 317 N. Fourth Street was built when John T. Blomgren (the eldest child of John N. and Maria Blomgren) was between 20 and 23 years old but was deeded to him in 1912, following his marriage in 1911. 

The only child of John T. and Amanda Blomgren, Martha Anne Caroline (Blomgren) Salemme (1912-2004), was born at this house. Martha became a noted artist who married an internationally-recognized sculptor and painter, Antonio Salemme (08 December 2004 The Morning Call,  Allentown, Pennsylvania: Obituary). 

When John Nils Blomgren died in 1915, his funeral was held at the 317 N. Fourth Street house. 

Following WW1, John T. Blomgren moved to Chicago but continued to own the Geneva property until 1919, when the property was sold to Italian immigrant, Sam Provenzano, a longtime custodian at the Community Hospital at Geneva. Sam Provenzano owned the property for the next 28 years, until it was advertised for sale as a two apartment house in 1947. It is likely that he split the property at some point for additional income.

John T. Blomgren died in Chicago, following a brief bout of pneumonia when 39 years old (03 December 1920 Geneva Republican).

The Holmberg family were residents of one apartment of the house from as early as 1956 to at least 1973.

The property is notable within a context of Swedish and Italian properties in Geneva and for its association with one or more significant persons—specifically contractor John Nils Blomgren—and architecture—specifically the Queen Anne/Free Classic style.
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