City of Geneva, lllinois _eroeerrv aporess:

Local Historic District & Landmarks 228 North Fourth Street

Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-401-008

HISTORIC NAME: Oscar Wilson House

COMMON NAME: n/a

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1912

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1916, 2006

ARCHITECT: n/a

BUILDER: Wilson Brothers

WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [1BOTH

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Craftsman

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: Rectangular

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[w] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Poured Concrete

|:| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Partial Facade

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: No

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Undetermined

|:| Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood

|E| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double-hung (1/1), Casement (1 lite, multi-lite)

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Gable

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

n/a

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved: n/a

Other HPC Action: §.20.06 Re-siting garage;
3.20.07 Doors; 11.4.16
Shingles




City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

228 North Fourth Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

This property was the home of one of Geneva's most prolific
builders. Oscar Wilson (1879-1956) was born in Sweden but settled
in Geneva, where he began working with his brother, August, by
1905. The Wilson Brothers built and remodeled numerous buildings
in Geneva and throughout the Fox Valley, including several
residences designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. The Wilson Brothers
also completed many commercial buildings, erected several
catalog/precut homes, and remodeled other buildings.

The Fourth Street property was acquired in September 1909. Plans
for 3-4 new houses on the large lot were announced in March 1910.
August Wilson built his house first (see 202 N. Fourth Street). The
Oscar Wilson House was under construction in 1912 and was
nearing completion in February 1913 (08 February 1913 Geneva
Republican). The house is said to be of Oscar Wilson's design. The
new house took nearly three years to complete because the Wilson
Bros. were occupied by many projects.

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 North Geneva NRHP Update; Sanborn
Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Recorder's Office Land Records; Geneva, lllinois:
A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, lllinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years;

Nilson Brothers - C % BLi 0051931 by D Wi 2002
CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: This property was the home of one of Geneva's most prolific builders. Oscar Wilson (1879-1956) was born in Sweden but settled in Geneva, where he began working with his brother, August, by 1905. The Wilson Brothers built and remodeled numerous buildings in Geneva and throughout the Fox Valley, including several residences designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. The Wilson Brothers also completed many commercial buildings, erected several catalog/precut homes, and remodeled other buildings. 

The Fourth Street property was acquired in September 1909. Plans for 3-4 new houses on the large lot were announced in March 1910. August Wilson built his house first (see 202 N. Fourth Street). The Oscar Wilson House was under construction in 1912 and was nearing completion in February 1913 (08 February 1913 Geneva Republican). The house is said to be of Oscar Wilson's design. The new house took nearly three years to complete because the Wilson Bros. were occupied by many projects. 

Oscar Wilson erected a new garage (20 September 1916 Geneva Republican) and a new porch with a steel foundation (03 October 1930 Geneva Republican). Oscar Nelson lived in this house until his death in 1956. 

In 1996, the house was remodeled; however, the details of the remodeling are unclear. Between 2006 and 2007, the interior of the house was remodeled, and the original garage and driveway were relocated from the south side of the property (with access off of Fourth Street) to the north side of the property (with access off of Ford Street).

The property is notable for its association with one or more significant persons—specifically the Wilson Brothers—and architecture—specifically the craftsmanship of the Wilson Brothers and the Craftsman style. The property may also be significant within a context of Swedish properties in Geneva.

	SOURCES: GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 North Geneva NRHP Update; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Recorder's Office Land Records; Geneva, Illinois: A History of Its Times and Places; Geneva, Illinois: 150 Reminders of 150 Years; Wilson Brothers - Contractors & Builders, 1905-1931 by Donald Wilson (2002)
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