City of Geneva, Illinois

Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

28 North Fourth Street

PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):

12-03-409-004

HISTORIC NAME: Strader House, Sabine House

COMMON NAME: n/a

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1881

SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION DATES: 1922, 1998-1999

ARCHITECT: W. Alex Teipel (addition)

BUILDER: n/a
WILSON BROTHERS: [ AUGUST [ OSCAR [ BOTH
ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Stick, Queen Anne

OVERALL PLAN SHAPE: |-plan, Irregular

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2

[ ] significant

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Parged

|z| Contributing

PRIMARY WALL MATERIAL(S): Clapboard

|:| Non-Contributing — Built After 1987

|:| Non-Contributing — Reversible Alterations

FRONT PORCH: Yes

|:| Non-Contributing — Irreversible Alterations

VISIBLE SIDE PORCH: Yes

HISTORIC DISTRICT LOCATION:

ENTRY DOOR(S): Historic

|:| Central Geneva NRHD

WINDOW MATERIAL: Wood, Clad

|E| North Geneva NRHD

WINDOW STYLE: Double-hung (1/1), Fixed

|E| Local Geneva HD

PRIMARY ROOF FORM: Gable

|:| Not in HD / Individual Historic Landmark

PRIMARY ROOF MATERIAL: Asphalt

NR DISTRICT SIGNIFICANCE RATING:

VISIBLE CHIMNEY: Yes

|E| Contributing

|:| Non-Contributing

CHIMNEY MATERIAL: Brick

|:| Not Applicable / Not in NR District

OTHER SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

HPC ACTION:

|:| Demolition Approved: n/a

Other HPC Action: 4 21.98 Add'n; 12.21.99 Add'n,
Windows; 10.19.23 Yard Sign




City of Geneva, Illinois
Local Historic District & Landmarks
Property Inventory Survey

ADDITIONAL PROPERTY INFORMATION:

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

28 North Fourth Street

BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:

According to information provided in Jennie [Fritts] Strader's obituary,
the Stick style house was built for John C. and Jennie (Fritts) Strader
in 1881, when they moved from St. Charles, lllinois. John Strader
was employed as a clerk in a St. Charles drug store before joining
the John K. Eddowes Drug Store in Geneva. Mr. Strader acquired
the Eddowes Drug Store in 1897 and—in 1907—built a new store at
present-day 225 W. State Street. The new store opened in January
1908.

After his first wife died in 1894, Mr. Strader married Delia S. Moore in
1895 and continued to live at the house, located at 74 State Street
(per 1897 addresses) until 1909 when the Strader family moved to
Phoenix, Arizona for a brief time before settling in San Dimas,
California.

Oscar Nelson acquired the Strader House in 1922, and—in 1937—
erected the Arcade Building on the site. The former Strader house

SOURCES:

GHPC Case Studies; GHM Archives; 2016 North Geneva NRHP Update; Sanborn
Fire Insurance Maps; Kane County Recorder's Office Land Records; Geneva, lllinois:
A History of Its Times and Places

CONTRIBUTING ACCESSORY STRUCTURES:

AS1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a

AS2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a

CONTRIBUTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
n/a
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	BRIEF HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION: According to information provided in Jennie [Fritts] Strader's obituary, the Stick style house was built for John C. and Jennie (Fritts) Strader in 1881, when they moved from St. Charles, Illinois. John Strader was employed as a clerk in a St. Charles drug store before joining the John K. Eddowes Drug Store in Geneva. Mr. Strader acquired the Eddowes Drug Store in 1897 and—in 1907—built a new store at present-day 225 W. State Street. The new store opened in January 1908. 

After his first wife died in 1894, Mr. Strader married Delia S. Moore in 1895 and continued to live at the house, located at 74 State Street (per 1897 addresses) until 1909 when the Strader family moved to Phoenix, Arizona for a brief time before settling in San Dimas, California.

Oscar Nelson acquired the Strader House in 1922, and—in 1937—erected the Arcade Building on the site. The former Strader house was moved to the southwest corner of Fourth and Hamilton streets by May 1923 and was purchased by Paul and Mabel Sabine. Arriving in Geneva in 1918, Mr. Sabine was the principal acoustical engineer with the Riverbank Laboratory; Mrs. Sabine started the Adventure School (which became the Little School) in this house according to some sources (others suggest she was one of the original teachers at the school). The Sabines lived here until they moved to Colorado in 1947. Mr. Sabine began writing the book, "Atoms, Men and God," in this house but did not complete the work until 1966.

Paul and Mabel Sabine rented a portion of their home to Forrest and Kate (Shurtleff) Crissey after moving from their Batavia Street house in the mid-1930s. Mr. Crissey (1864-1943) was a noted author and journalist. Aside from writing several books, Mr. Crissey served as the editor of The Patrol newspaper in Geneva (ca. 1885-1893); a writer for both the Chicago Times and Chicago Tribune newspapers (ca. 1881- ca. 1885); a correspondent for the Saturday Evening Post magazine (1901-1934); a contributor to Woman's World and Ladies Home Journal magazines, and; a frequent contributor to the Geneva Republican newspaper. Mr. Crissey resided in this house at the time of his death at Community Hospital.

In 1996, plans were filed for the remodeling of the house to include an addition of 5-6 apartments. The Historic Preservation Commission denied the request but—in 1998—approved the smaller additions that exist in 2020. Porches (specifically balustrade details) were altered in 1998 as well.

The property is notable for its association with one or more significant persons—specifically John C. Strader, Paul and Mabel Sabine, and Forrest Crissey—and community development—specifically commerce and scientific research.
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